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Abstract 

The following article is based on acquisition procedure, collection development as well as 

rare collection of noble laureate Rabindranath Tagore ‘s  dream and world  renowned 

University Visva –Bharati .The statistics of collection development of Visva Bharati of last 

two years has been included for a lucid understanding of the subject. The vivid and various 

collections definitely make the difference. Rare collections of the University, which includes 

the collection of the Bard throughout his world tour and gifted by his versatile friends from 

around the world. Even the digitization of the rare collection is under process. Hence, it is in 

itself a rare example of hybrid of print and digitized collection. The problems as well as 

solutions regarding the collection development of vivid languages and discipline to meet the 

varied requirement of the University have been highlighted. The progress of collection for 

last few years can also be seen at a quick glance. 
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Introduction: 

Acquisition and collection development complement each other. Acquisition is generally 

defined as "the process of obtaining books and other documents for a library, documentation 

centre or archive" (Prytherch, 1986, p.6). However, the concept is increasingly  becoming a 

very complex process as a result of the massive proliferation of printed and non-printed 

material and it would also be valuable to note that "acquisition is one of the most important 

functions of any library system" (Ali, 1989, p.66).  

There is a re-conceptualization of the term 'collection development'. Some writers consider it 

as a recent innovation. Spiller (1991) defines it as "a new term originating in the North 

American academic library sector. It refers to the “systematic building of library collections" 
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(p.3). The use of the term may not be important but the basic or fundamental issues involved 

have been old practices in librarianship issues that have been evolved into the present day 

application of the concept (Cabutey-Adodoadji, 1988, p.27). It could be seen as a cluster of 

functions which shape holdings of materials in a library or documentation centre. To a large 

extent is a true that the most important single task any librarian can perform is to build up the 

collections in his library. This is because "the curriculum and library of a university constitute 

its lifeblood stream, the library being the blood cells. 

It is also true that "once any item is selected for the collection, the library promises to 

preserve it" (Goodrum and Dalrymple, 1985, p.65). In other words, collection development is 

"a stock acquisition programme not simply to cater for immediate needs, but to build a 

coherent and reliable collection over a number of years to meet the objectives of the service" 

(Prytherch, 1986, p.181). 

Linking this with university libraries, the general policies of the library are: 

(a) to acquire suitable materials for teaching, learning and research  

(b) to build up a collection in preparation for the introduction of new courses 

(c) to update the collection with new editions and new titles in specific areas  of study 

(d) to acquire materials of archival interest to the institution 

(e) to acquire materials for leisure reading (Taib, 1989, p.79). 

Riddick (1993) noted that "without money and with little hope the practice of collection 

development presently means trying to do more with less" (p.337). It is difficult to separate 

acquisition and collection development in any discussion of their roles because they are inter-

related. They are the two sides of a coin. Commenting on the problems of acquisition in a 

Third World University Library, the authors (Lundu and Lungu, 1989) lamented that "the 

initial problem relating to the acquisition of scientific literature in Zambia is the lack of 

clearly stated collection development policies" (p.103). 

 The roles of acquisition and collection development therefore are to: 

(i) To provide the materials that can meet the academic needs of the undergraduate  

studies; 

(ii)  To provide the materials that support the advanced research work of the  lecturers 

and post- graduate students;  

(iii) To provide peripheral and general reading materials that assist the library  users to 

broaden their horizons; 
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(iv)  To  co-operate and share resources with other academic libraries that have  similar 

programmes; 

(v)  To meet the specialized information needs of the regions within which the  

universities are situated (Ifidon, c.1990, p.2). 

No-one can minimise the importance of a policy of the selection and management of books, 

periodicals, pamphlets, maps, government publications, reports and non-book materials for 

the University of Sierra Leone. If the library is to fulfil its educational objectives, (teaching, 

research and self-development) and build a good collection, materials selected and acquired 

must be properly managed. Such a policy, whether written or unwritten, is necessary, since 

"in the absence of such a document incorporating principles for the selection and retention of 

materials, consistency in book  purchases cannot be maintained for long" (Haider, 1989, 

p.89). 

This shows that acquisition complements collection development and vice versa. They should 

work together "to accomplish the goal of improved service to library users" (Cargille and 

Cargille, 1995, p.43). The former would be meaningless if the latter is not given due 

consideration and the latter could only be well organized if the former is well planned. As 

they further observe:"the acquisition of technical information from developed countries must, 

however, be purposeful and planned so as to be both relevant to local needs and cost-effective 

in relation to the limited financial resources available for the book industry in developing 

countries. This is where the need for collection development becomes paramount"(Lundu and 

Lungu 1989, p.100).  

Studies on acquisition and collection development are very useful in their presentation on the 

state of the art. Since librarianship is a dynamic discipline, one must keep abreast with 

changes in the profession. As Born (1993) rightly observes, "change is the single most 

dominant factor in the library profession today" (p.125). It is indubitable that such a complex 

phenomenon "creates uncertainty and inevitably challenges cherished values" (Buckle, 1994, 

p.260).  

In past, most librarians used quantity to assess the effectiveness of their collections. However, 

questions concerning acquisition and collection development issues now revolve around 

issues like quality, accessibility, manageability, cost and budget, availability and usage. An 

immediate change most recent studies have identified affecting librarians is funding. 

Acquisition of materials for the library is generally hampered by "inadequate financial 
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resources allocated to the university in general and the library in particular" (Korsah, 1994, 

p.264). 

Windows into the Past: 

In 1863, on a seven-acre plot at the site of the present institution, Debendranath Tagore, the 

poet's father, had built a small retreat for meditation, and in 1888 he dedicated, the land and 

buildings, towards establishment of a Brahmavidyalaya and a library. Rabindranath's school 

Brahmacharyasrama which started functioning formally from December 22, 1901 with no 

more than five students on the roll, was, in part, a fulfilment of the wishes of his father who 

was a considerable figure of his time in the field of educational reforms. From 1925 this 

school came to be known as Patha-Bhavana. This Patha-Bhavana became the nucleus of an 

unconventional University came into existence.With the aim to spread spiritualism and 

philosophy to the world ,and undaunting spirit  one small kindergarten gradually grew into a 

central university and an institute of national importance.It aims at conferring Indian 

knowledge resource to rest of the world and enriching Indian resources with derived 

philosophy from the world.Visva _bharati Central University as it is known to world now 

came into existence on 23rd December 1921 and became a central university by the act of 

parliament in 1951. Therefore the moto of the University also reflect the same, “Yatra 

Visvam Bhavatyekanidam” which means “where the world makes  a home in a single nest”. 

 

Visva- Bharati Central Library: 

The genesis of the library in Visva-Bharati goes back to 1901, with the founding of the 

Brahmacharya asrama at Santiniketan. Rabindranath emphasized the use of books in the 

educational development of students. He personally supervised the selection of books, 

remaining alert to the needs of Santiniketan students and teachers and keeping himself aware 

of what was being published. When he found any lacunae in the kind of books available, he 

arranged to have books written and published. 

The library at Visva-Bharati grew under his care with help coming from great minds all over 

the world. With the evolving of Visva-Bharati, Rabindranath toured Europe and America 

with the intention of collecting funds. He was often given large donations of books from 

universities, individuals and groups of well wishers. In 1921, Sylvian Levi and his colleagues 

at Strasbourg gifted a collection of French classics for the library at Santiniketan. In 1925, the 

Italian Government under Mussolini sent a handsome gift of Italian classics to Visva-Bharati 

as part of an offer of inter-cultural cooperation. Andree Karpeles would send books of art and 
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periodicals like Studio International to Rabindranath who in turn gave these to the library. 

While in Japan, he collected a set of the famous Kokka magazine, renowned for its works of 

art. 

The central library has today 413563 volumes of books, around 10,000 users and a daily 

transaction of 300 books. The library has a number of important collections; mention may be 

made of the collections of Prabodhchandra Bagchi, Pramatha Choudhuri, Humayun Kabir, 

Satikumar Chattopadhyay, Lila Ray, Ashok Rudra and Abanindranath Tagore. 

Presently, the Visva-Bharati Library (Central and 12 sectional libraries) “1.Hindi bhavana  

Library 2.Shiksha Bhavana Library 3.Sangit Bhavana Library 4.Kala Bhavana Library 

5.Vinaya Bhavana Library 6.Rabindra Bhavana Library 7.Palli -samgathana Vibhaga Library 

8.Palli –Shiksha Bhavana Library 9.Patha Bhavana Library 10.Shiksha Satra Library 

11.Philosophy and religion Library 12.Cheena Bhavana. Library” has more than 8 Lakh 

volumes of books and bound volumes of Journals. The library  subscribes around 368 

journals on subscription basis and more than 6400+e-journals available from the UGC 

Infonet Consortia INFLIBNET Centre ,1050  free e-journals from publishers ,74802 E-books 

( perpetual )and subscription,869 free online,102 DVDs of old digitized Documents of 

Central Library and 620+CD-ROMs-.. User strength is nearly 6553 and 550-clients use 

central library each day. The library has an institutional membership of DELNET 

(Developing Library Network). 

Data bases access facilities:- 

 American Library, Kolkata 

 DELNET, New Delhi 

 British Council Library, Kolkata 

 Emerald Management 

 India Stat.Com 

 J-Gate 

 Sage Research Method Online (SRMO) 

 SAGE e-Reference 

 Taylor and Francis 

 Elsevier Science 

 Springer 

 Cambridge Online 

 Oxford University Press 
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The Visva-Bharati Library’s Rare Collection 

After the establishment of Visva-Bharati and introduction of different learning centers, the 

Visva- Bharati Library received a considerable numbers of complimentary books from 

different parts of India and abroad.and the trend is still going on. These complimentary books 

coming from different sources, which may be categorized as: persons of repute, Learning 

Institutions, Private Organizations and Government Departments. All these people from 

different spheres of life could not stop themselves from admiring Rabindranath’s noble effort 

to establish Visva Bharati for the people of world to come together and pursue in the 

advancement of good deed through their learned skills. 

a) Learned persons: B.K. Bose, C.F.Andrews, Atmananda Jain, Rathindranath Tagore, etc. 

One complimentary book added to Santiniketan Library from CF Andrews. The author of the 

book was Olcott, Mason. The title of the book ‘Better Village Schools: a programme of 

action’ published from Calcutta: YMCA Publishing House, 1937 and presented to CF 

Andrews with the remarks “To Charles Andrews who likes Francis of old has served men in 

simple love, from his friend, Mason Olcott”. This book was received and accessioned 

(41543) in Santiniketan Library in the year 1938. 

b) Political persons: Rabindranath received 500 books as compliments from Italian 

Government in the year 1923 and those books were added to Visva-Bharati Library collection 

(Accession No.25544 – 26044). After receiving these valuable books Rabindranath 

acknowledged the Emperor Musolini on November 21, 1925 by Telegram Allow me to 

convey to you our gratitude in the name of the Visva-Bharati for sending us, through Prof. 

Formichi, your cordial appreciation of Indian civilization and deputing Prof. Tucci of the 

University of Rome for acquainting our scholars with Italian history and culture and working 

with us in various departments of oriental studies, and also for the generous gift of books in 

your name, showing a spirit of magnanimity worthy of the traditions of your great country.8 

The King of Egypt sent 500 Arabic books to Visva- Bharati as complimentary copies, which 

was also acknowledged. 

c) Public Organisations: Sastu Sahitya Mandal of Lahore, Hindi Granthalaya (Bombay), 

Messrs. Mussuddilay Jain, Ahamadia Anjuman of Lahore and Madras, Sahitya Parishat of 

Bengal, Andhra Research Society, etc. 
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 d) Government Departments: Government of India, Government of Bengal, Government 

of Baroda, Government of Mysore, Government of Travancore, Government of Cochin, 

Government of Ceylon, etc. 

 e) Universities: University of Calcutta, University of Madras, University of Bombay, 

University of Allahabad, Illinois University, etc. 

 Rabindranath reported on this donation publicly, in a speech delivered at Presidency College, 

Calcutta on August 21, 1922. He informed the audience that the Visva-Bharati, Santiniketan 

received good number of books as complimentary from European countries: France, 

Germany, Switzerland, Austria, Bohemia, etc. The incident was also recorded in Visva-

Bharati Annual Report. From the annual Report of Visva-Bharati 1928, published in The 

Visva-Bharati Quarterly, April-July, 1929 it came to know that the collection of Santiniketan 

Library in the year 1927 was 29890. 1279 books were added during the year 1928 and thus 

the number of books at the end of year 1928 was 31169. The total numbers of manuscripts 

were 3136 at the end of year 1928. [11] The annual Report 1929 of Visva-Bharati, published 

in The Visva-Bharati Quarterly, January, 1930 reported the increase of Visva-Bharati Library 

collection through gift from different sources thus: The most notable gift that we received 

was a collection of German classics from Germany, which included several rare editions of 

German authors, and a copy of the Dictionary of German Language by Grimms, a work 

which was begun in 1854, but is not yet complete, and which already comprises a large 

number of volumes of closely printed pages. Visva Bharati also received publications and 

journals from the Dutch Government of Java, the French Government of Indo-China, the 

Government of Siam and the Soviet Government of Russia”. “…Recently our connection 

with the Society of Friends in England and America through Nalin Chandra Ganguly has 

opened another avenue and we received a large number of books from different Societies of 

Friends abroad. 

A most notable gift received this year was the magnificent collection of books sent by Mr. 

Pramatha Chaudhury of Calcutta. It is a very valuable collection for which Visva Bharati is 

very woeful  . The Library owes a deep debt of gratitude to the Founder-President who not 

only presented a large number of books but subscribed for all the foreign periodicals in the 

Library. Mr. C.F. Andrews, who had been away from Santiniketan for some months, has 

always kept the Library in his mind, and Visva Bharati received several big parcels of books 

from England and America containing books which he personally collected from 
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his friends. The university is highly thankful to all the lovers of Bard who whole heartedly 

enriched the collection of the University Library among them few may be mentioned as - Mr. 

Puran Chand Nahar who completed the Abhidhana Rajendra by presenting the last two 

volumes; Srimati Anurupa Devi who gave a complete set of her works; Messrs Jagadananda 

Roy, Kartick Chandra Das-Gupta, Ramananda Chatterjee and J.T. Sunderland. 

The rare collection will remain incomplete without mentioning the personal collection and 

manuscript of the founder itself. The Rabindra-Bhavana Library is very fortunate enough to 

posses the personal collection of the bard. 

 Visva -Bharati Library Automation 

In January 1996, the University awarded a Rs. 96.5 lacks contract to C-DAC, Pune, to 

implement a campus-wide 10 mbps fiber-optic network to link the Bhabana libraries with the 

central Library with a library automation system comprising a SUN SPARC-based server; 3 

Pentium/ 75 multimedia PCs and 10 multilingual VT100/GIST terminals under the UGC-

funded INFLIBNET project. 

The Central Library and all Sectional Libraries have been connected with the Gitanjali Net, 

the University Campus wide network. All libraries have Internet, On-line searching, e-mail 

facilities, etc. Creation of library databases is going on in the Central Library and almost all 

sectional libraries by using internal manpower resources. Retrospective conversion of 

existing manual catalogue is also going on by deploying internal manpower. Library software 

LIBSYS-Unicode compliant is being used for the purposes of Acquisition of library 

documents, Cataloguing, Serial control, Membership registration, etc. Library OPAC is 

available in the Internet. About 80,000 titles of documents (bearing 1,35,000 individual 

accession numbers) have already been entered in library databases. About 40,000 bound 

volumes of journals have been added into journal database as retrospective conversion. 650 

theses are included into Theses databases. Presently library is getting almost 4000+ e-journals 

through “UGC Infonet: E-Journal Consortium”. Some on line e-journals are also available on 

subscription basis. These E-Journals are access through IP address of Visva-Bharati. 

 

Visva-Bharati Library has connected with the Campus wide Fiber Optic Network named 

GitanjaliNet (INFLIBNET). Library has 92 PCs, 39 printers, two copiers, one document 

camera, one LCD Projector, etc. for its Central Library and 12 Sectional Libraries. Library 

offers services and facilities of browsing e-journals, e-databases, e-books, to its users 

procured by the library. On-line searching, e-mail facilities for academic and research 
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purposes, etc. have also been provided by the library. Library Management Software LibSys-

7 (Unicode Web compliant) is being used for automating the library activity and services. All 

daily library operations and services i.e. Acquisition of library documents, Cataloguing, 

Serial control, Circulation, OPAC, etc. are going on smoothly by using this Library 

Management Software. Library catalogue database covering almost total holdings of Central 

Library and other Sectional Libraries are accessible now on Intranet throughout campus 

network (172.16.2.2) and the full library catalogue database will be available on Web very 

soon with the help of Computer Centre, Visva-Bharati. Presently, Visva-Bharati Library 

catalogue database holds 523003 titles of documents containing 641692 individual accession 

numbers including 43334 bound volumes of journals and 1591 theses. Number of ‘Current 

Periodicals-2012’ contains 314 titles. In addition, 3836 titles of purchased E-books and 70966 

titles of subscribed E-books have been procured by the library from the world famous 

publishers/aggregators (Elsevier, Cambridge Online, Springer, Sage, Tailor & Francis, 

Oxford University Press and British Council Library) which have been linked with the library 

web page for browsing the e-books throughout the campus. The Visva-Bharati Library invites 

its faculties and research scholar’s to upload their publications in Library Repository and 

encourages the users’ to browse Open Access Resources through its library homepage. 

Digitization at Visva- Bharati library 

The library has a huge treasure of knowledge, as it consists of old and rare documents which 

includes multi-lingual and multi-discipline books, reports, and manuscripts. Among them 

some are more than hundred years old, which are rare but now brittle in nature. Since the  

library holds mostly book documents, which are made up of paper and due to ages it makes 

them brittle. So preservation of these documents is a necessary. The primary objective of the 

library is to disseminate knowledge to its users from own resources. With the “Mega Digital 

Library Project of India” the digitization work had started with the help of  Department of 

Information Technology, Ministry of Communication & Information Technology, and 

Government of India in 2005 announced by the then president of India Mr A P J Abdul 

Kalam on his visit toVisva –Bharati . The Ministry empowered CDAC-Kolkata for 

implementation of this project in Visva-Bharati. As the MoU has been signed between Visva-

Bharati and CDAC-Kolkata on 12th March 2005 with the intention to digitize the following 

rare documents, which had published upto 1923: 

a. Tagore’s writings 

b. Old books and journals 
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c. Rare collections 

d. Special collections 

e. Visva-Bharati publications 

Any digitization projects around the world have to follow some common activities or 

processes in relation to converting to information, collection or material to be digitized. 

These common and step by step activities or processes have been identified by Research 

Libraries Group (RLG): a) Material selection, b) Document preparation, c) Benchmarking, d) 

Metadata creation, e) Imaging, f) Text conversion (OCR, etc.), g) Encoding (SGML, XML, 

etc.), i) Post-processing (quality control), j) Project management, and k) System support. The 

Visva-Bharati authority has taken drive for digitization of its treasures of documents along 

with library documents and for that following components have been incorporated as new 

branches/ units of the university: 1) Establishment of University Computer Centre, 2) 

Acceptance of the INFLIBNET Project, 3) Completion of Gitanjali net (University LAN), 4) 

Establishment of Multimedia Unit, 5) Internet Connection (through BSNL), 6) CD-Rom 

Publication, 8) E-commerce for Print publication, 9) Creation of University Website, 10) 

Completion of LAN, and 11) Budget provision. 

Visva-Bharati Library has been selected as a part of “Mega Digital Library Project of India”. 

the MOU has been signed between CDAC and Visva-Bharati on 12th March 2005. The work 

of the above project is going on which has started by the on June 16, 2005 and documents 

containing different languages are being scanned well. Metadata of those books/ documents 

have also been prepared. All these digitized materials are stored now locally and be given to 

Web for browsing. From 16th June 2005 to 30th November 2007 the total scanning work 

completed for 6325 books or 2588535 pages and up to 30th June 2007 we have received 102 

DVD consisting of 5150+ books or 2050380+ pages from CDAC Kolkata. Till now we have 

received 102 DVDs at first phase and metadata of that digitized documents are being made 

and available on library web page through the Campus network. CDAC, Kolkata the operator 

of this project, has completed scanning and digitizing of 6162 old documents of Central 

Library containing total 2506272 pages in the second phase work and DVDs are to be 

received by the Library soon. 

Central Library has made an Institutional Repository on Syllabus under different Course-

curriculum of Visva-Bharati. The question papers of different Examinations held at Visva-

Bharati since 2007 onwards are also added to this Institutional Repository. These question 

papers / Syllabus can be accessed, downloaded and/or printed over the Campus Network 
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through Central Library web page. The Library Repository now contains near about 100 

articles of faculties and other members. This Institutional Repository is being regularly used 

by the library members. 

The library e-resources, which are regularly browsed through Central Library Home Page 

(http://172.16.2.2).    

The Rabindra-Bhavana library, established in 1942, was built around the nucleus of 

Rabindranath’s personal collection of books. The library has over 40,000 books which 

include different editions of the poet’s writings, translations in various languages, a rare 

pamphlet collection, journals in which the writings by Tagore first appeared, newspaper 

clippings on Rabindranath dating to 1905. This is a reference library for scholars working on 

the life, time and works of Rabindranath. Queries on Rabindranath are answered personally, 

by post and over the Internet.  

Collection Development policy of Visva-Bharati: 

The collection development policy in vb is a decentralized one where the central library is not 

solely responsible for the development of the collection development of a subject collection 

is the responsibility of the academic department concerned. The library committee, which 

comprises, VC as president, librarian as secretary and Head of Depts as well as other 

members of Library staff as members of the said committee. 

 Library have a policy in this regard .Total fund available is apportioned among 

various departments of study and research which includes 12 sectional libraries 

,various bhavanas,centers Central libray (reference, E-Books) and 10% of the total 

fund for library’s furniture and equipment.On 150th birth anniversary of Gurudev 

RBT  a special grant was allocated to Rabindra Bhavana Library for collection 

development of RBT. 

 Documents purchase proposal comes to librarian of the central library for placing 

order and process of bills. 

 All bills processed by the 12 sectional libraries are submitted to the librarian and 

thereby processed and sent to accounts section of the university. 

 Library committee has rejected the power on Librarian to utilize the unspent amount 

if any Department fails to utilize the allocated amount within the stipulated time fixed 

by the library committee.   

Selection & Collection policy of Visva-Bharati E –resources: 
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Selection & Collection policies of E-resources of Visva-Bharati comprising the following 

steps 

1. Allotment of funds for the collection of e-resources should be passed in the Library 

Committee meeting immediate after the Grant received from the UGC or other 

funding Agency; 

2.  At the same time Library Committee has constituted an ‘E-resource selection 

committee’ comprising University Librarian, Faculties and Administrators (Vice 

Chancellor/Registrar/ Principals). 

3.  For the collection of required information (Cost of the Packages, Name of the 

vendors, terms of supply, renewal cost, Licensing etc.) the library has organized 

several e-presentation / demo programme with the help of the different e-publishers / 

aggregators. 

4.  After the demo programs organized by the e-publishers / aggregators, where faculties 

and scholars have to submit their opinion/recommendation after attending the demo 

session. 

5.  We are screening the above recommendations by keeping the following things; 

 

 Our basic objectives are to collect the minimum number of e-books but try to cover 

maximum faculties; 

 Primarily we should avoid the purchase from the e-aggregators; 

 We should go through ownership acquisition model; 

 We should go through pick and choose option; 

 We should always try to complete the purchase within the allotted amount 

6. Then on the basis of the fund, price of the e-books submitted by the respective e-

publishers / aggregators and recommendation submitted by the faculties and scholars 

library authority has prepared a probable statement with the following points- name of 

the Vendors & Packages, Subject Covered, No. of Titles, Year, List Price, Offer Price, 

Conversion Rate, Offer Price in Indian Currency, Mode of Acquisitions, Renewal 

Fees etc. 

7. With the help of the above proposal, E-resource Selection Committee takes decision 

for purchasing of e-books on various subjects for the Visva-Bharati Library from the 

different e-publishers / aggregators on the perpetual basis. 
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8. Then, as per the recommendations of the E-Resource Selection Committee, librarian 

places order and signs the MOU & License Agreements with the aggregators for the 

acquisition of the e-books on perpetual access. 

9. Subsequently, the collection has incorporated in the library website and users of the 

Visva-Bharati library have opportunities to browse the same as per their requirement. 

10. As we have not initiated the subscription of e-journals, thus the library yet to frame 

the policies. But, the basic fact will be almost remained same. To avoid the repetitions 

of journal subscription, the Visva-Bharati library would like to review the Titles of 

Print Journals subscribed in the library with the title available for access through the 

UGC-Infonet Digital Library Consortium. With the process, the fund saved from the 

same may be utilized for the subscription of new titles either in electronic or print 

mode. 

11. For the Institutional Digital Repositories we have already started the digitization 

process of question papers of final examination of different courses of UG and PG. 

Afterwards we would like to digitize the title and content page of the Ph.D thesis, 

latest syllabus, etc. 

12. Under the Mega Digital Library Project (Govt. of India) digitization of Valuable 

documents is published before 1923, published collection of Gurudev R.N.Tagore is 

already under process with the joint collaboration of CDAC, Kolkata.  DVD received 

so far from the CDAC, Kolkata are already being available for the users through our 

library portal. 

13. To strengthen the R&D activities of the university, the Visva-Bharati library offers 

Inter-Library Loan services to its users with the help of DELNET membership. The 

database services of the DELNET is being used exclusively for the checking the 

availability of the titles. 

 In these ways, the Visva-Bharati library injects the e-resource culture for the benefit of the 

library users of all domains. On the basis of the feedback and availability of fund library will 

further for enhancement of  E- resources. 
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           Documents 2010-11 

 

2011-12 

Books Purchased(print) 6216 3811 

E-Books Purchased 643 993 

Books recived as Gift 313 269 

Journals Subscribed 320 368 

 Journals as gift 850 950 

CD/DVDs 

subscribed(Containing Journals) 

55 52 

CD/DVDs as gift (containing 

Journals) 

03 02 

Recent Collection Development of Visva-Bharati Library 

 

 The above chart depicts the recent Collection Development of Visva –Bharati Library in the 

last two years .The picture clearly shows the increase of E-Books  as per current trends. 

Conclusion: 

 When the whole World is celebrating the 150th Birth anniversary of great poet and noble 

laureate, who became World famous not for his great intellectual ideas and creativity but also 

for serving human kind specially rural population of West Bengal to become self reliant, the 

bard’s soul must be resting in peace and if he would have been here must be happy to see a 

small convenient open air pathshala to grew into a Central University and an institute of 

national importance. Rabindranath and his ancestral took special interest in the development 

of Library; hence the dream of the Bard has taken its shape. The development of Visva - 

Bharati Library consequently the collection of the University Library which is a hybrid of 

print and digital resources rich in its content and further enriching to serve the World in a 

single nest is not far from its motto.   
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