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Abstract 

This study was undertaken to examine the Reading Interest of teacher trainees, of B .Ed. 

Colleges Surendranagar city. A total of 131 responses were collected in this study. In this 

study, researcher intended to find out the effect of variables i.e. Gender, Educational 

Achievement, and Father Occupation on Reading Interest Score (RIS) of Teacher Trainee. 

The importance of reading in knowledge acquisition and knowledge management is well 

known. Reading is a vital behavioral factor in a knowledge-based society and an emerging 

knowledge economy. The finding of this study is showing that only one variable, Educational 

Achievement of teacher trainee’s is effect on their Reading Interest. Institution such as 

colleges and faculties of colleges should motivate Teacher Trainee to read widely. Some kind 

of incentives can be given to encourage reading beyond their subjects. 

Keywords: Human Development, Knowledge, Reader, Reading Interest, Reading Interest 

Score (RIS), Pre-service Teacher. 

Introduction: 

It is a well-known fact that when there were no television or computers, reading was a 

primary leisure activity. People would spend hours reading books and travel to land far away 

in their minds. The sad thing is that, with time, people lost their skill and passion to read. 

There many other exciting and thrilling options available, aside from books. That is a shame 

because reading offers a productive approach to improving vocabulary and word power. It is 

advisable to indulge in at least half an hour of reading a day to keep abreast of the various 

styles of writing. Reading helps mental development and is known to stimulate the muscles 

of the eyes. Our brain is also muscle, which worked on a regular basis as this will keep our 

mental faculties constantly engaged and thus keep one sharper and smarter. Reading is an 

activity that involves greater levels of concentration and adds to the conversational skills of 

the reader. An indulgence enhances the knowledge consistently. 

 Reading is an aspect associated with literacy. However, the reading process is not 

simple in its nature. It does not merely involve recognizing a single character and 
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pronouncing it correctly or to recognize and pronounce a few characters that are arranged in a 

particular manner, but more importantly it is the ability to understand the meaning of these 

arrangement. The civilization of the humankind today demands that one should not only 

know how to read and be literate but also be functionally literate. 

If literate people do not read the appropriate information in a timely manner 

intelligently, they would not be able to go side by side with development. This situation 

would have to be looked into seriously, as we enter the 21st century because reading for 

knowledge and information will become a critical source for competitive advantage besides 

development. 

Statement of Problem:  

The Researcher has formulated the problem for the present study as below “A Survey on the 

Reading Interest of Pre-Service Teachers in relation to some variables”. 

Review of Literature: 

 According to G. J. Mouly “Man is the only animal not have to begin a new in every 

generation, but can take advantage of the knowledge which has accumulated through the 

centuries. This fact is of particular importance in research, which operates as continuous 

function of ever-closer approximation to the truth. The investigator can be sure that his 

problem does not exist in a vacuum and that considerable work has already been done on 

problems, which are directly related to his investigation”. 

 In this study, the Researcher had tried to find out some new facts about the problem, 

with review of some research work already done. I have read and referred some related 

researches has been conducted in the past, are as under.  

(1) A Survey on the Reading Habits of pre-service teachers of GSB’S. Smt. Surjba 

College of Education.  

Research Article by Dr. Judy Grace Andrews, Associate Professor, Gandhi Shikshan, 

Bhavan, Mumbai. In Quest in Education, v XXXVI I n4 p34-46 Oct 2012. 

(2) On the Effects of Motivation on Reading Performance Growth in Secondary School 

Research Article by Retelsdorf, Jan; Koller, Olaf; Moller, Jens. In Learning and 

Instruction, v21 n4 p550-559 Aug 2011. 

(3) Other Literature Reading Interest of under Graduate Students of Saurashtra University 

affiliated Rajkot City Colleges.  

Dissertation by Amrish D. Parikh, Education Dept. Saurashtra University, Rajkot. 

May 2000.   

http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/search/recordDetails.jsp?searchtype=keyword&pageSize=10&ERICExtSearch_Facet_0=facet_de&ERICExtSearch_SearchValue_0=reading+interest&ERICExtSearch_FacetValue_0=%22Student+Interests%22&ERICExtSearch_SearchType_0=kw&_pageLabel=RecordDetails&objectId=0900019b8046df23&accno=EJ924144&_nfls=false%20%20%20%20
http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/search/simpleSearch.jsp?_pageLabel=ERICSearchResult&_urlType=action&newSearch=true&ERICExtSearch_SearchType_0=au&ERICExtSearch_SearchValue_0=%22Retelsdorf+Jan%22
http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/search/simpleSearch.jsp?_pageLabel=ERICSearchResult&_urlType=action&newSearch=true&ERICExtSearch_SearchType_0=au&ERICExtSearch_SearchValue_0=%22Koller+Olaf%22
http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/search/simpleSearch.jsp?_pageLabel=ERICSearchResult&_urlType=action&newSearch=true&ERICExtSearch_SearchType_0=au&ERICExtSearch_SearchValue_0=%22Moller+Jens%22
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Need for the Study: 

 It is an undeniable fact that reading is important; the reading habit was stressed 

because reading has socioeconomic impact. By the year 2020, as nation India needs 

individuals who are progressive in striving for self-development. To ensure progress, a good 

reading habit is important. Literacy development has gone beyond the survival stage to levels 

of empowerment and human development. 

 Teachers are individuals who play the key role in enabling the nation to achieve his 

vision. They may have been exposed to various training courses but they must not overlook 

the impact of reading. A culture of continual lifelong learning and continuous improvement 

needs to be cultivated. We need to develop our capabilities and knowledge quickly if we want 

to stay ahead and advance to the next stage of development. Therefore, the quest for 

knowledge should never end. Thus, Reading Interest is necessary for everyone.  

Present study will show the current situation of Reading interest of teacher trainee’s 

of Surendranagar city. With the help of this study, we will get the score of teacher trainee’s 

Reading Interest. Findings of this study will show which independent variables effects on 

Reading Interest. We can take proper step to increase Reading interest among teacher trainee.  

Reading has come to hold the most significant place in education as a means of 

communication in a highly literate society. Reading contributes not only to an individual’s 

well-being, self-development and progress but also to the whole nation and the world.  

Objectives:  

 To find out teacher trainee’s reading interest score 

 To find out teacher trainee’s reading interest with the context of his gender  

 To find out teacher trainee’s reading interest with the context of his educational 

achievement 

 Study of effect of  father’s occupation on reading interest of teacher trainee’s 

Variables: 

In this study, following dependent and independent variables were taken for the study 

of effect on reading interest of teacher trainee’s. 

Dependent Variables: Reading Interest Score of teacher trainee’s. 

Independent Variables: 

Sr. No. Variable Level of Variable 

1 Gender (1) Male (2) Female 

2 Educational Achievement (1) Low Educational Achievement (2) 
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High Educational Achievement 

3 Father’s Occupation (1) Labour (2) Service (3) Business 

 

 

Hypotheses:  

 In this study, following null hypotheses were framed based on independent variables, 

which were taken for this study. 

 There will be no significant difference between the mean scores of Reading Interest of 

teacher trainee with respect to their gender. 

 There will be no significant difference between the mean scores of Reading Interest of 

teacher trainee with respect to their educational achievement. 

 There will be no significant difference between the mean scores of Reading Interest of 

teacher trainee with respect to their father’s occupation. 

Methodology: 

 The present study was carried out using survey as the research method. Sample: The 

present study was conducted on a sample of 131 teacher trainee of academic year 2012-13 of 

B. Ed. Colleges Surendranagar city. Research Tools: In this study, Reading Interest 

Inventory prepared by Mr. J. D. Bhal was used for data collection. Data Collection:  The 

data was collected in the normal classroom condition by investigator himself in the second 

semester of B.Ed. Courses. Ten questions about Reading Interest were asked to the teacher 

trainee. Data Analysis: The response of teacher trainee on Reading Interest Inventory was 

evaluated. They were evaluated by 5 to 1 according to their agree level. Mean, Standard 

Deviation and t-test were applied for testing hypotheses. The computer programme MS-Excel 

was used to analyze the collected data. 

Result and Discussion: 

 There is five hypotheses had been constructed to know any effect of independent 

variable i.e. Gender, Educational Achievement and Father Occupation on Reading Interest 

Score of Teacher Trainee. For statistical calculation, all hypotheses were converted into null 

hypotheses.    

 Mean, Standard Deviation, t-Value of each respondent group had been found out, and 

hypotheses had been tested at 0.01 and 0.05 level of Significant. 

 Analysis and interpretation of Teacher Trainee Reading Interest Score in the context 

of Gender is shown below.   
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Table – 1 

Mean, SD and t – Value scores on Reading Interest of Male and Female 

Teacher Trainee’s  

Variable Respondent Mean SD  D ‘t’ 

Ratio 

Significance 

Level 

Male Teacher 

Trainee 

32 198 23.75 

4.72 0.78 
Not 

Significant Female Teacher 

Trainee 

99 201.67 21.41 

 

In above table Mean of Male Teacher Trainee is 198 and Mean of Female Teacher 

Trainee is 201.67. Standard error of Mean is 4.72. To find out of significance of Means 

Difference, t–Value is calculated. t-Value is 0.78 that is not significant at any level. 

 Result of tasted hypothesis show that Groups of Male and Female Teacher Trainee 

are equal in Reading Interest Score. Thus in present study this hypothesis is not rejected. 

 Analysis and interpretation of Teacher Trainee Reading Interest Score in the context 

of Educational Achievement is shown below.   

Table – 2 

Mean, SD and t – Value scores on Reading Interest of group of Lower and 

Higher Educational Achiever Teacher Trainee’s  

Variable Respondent Mean SD  D ‘t’ 

Ratio 

Significance 

Level 

Low Educational 

Achievement 

61 205.39 19.23 

3.73 2.32 0.05 
High Educational 

Achievement 

70 196.74 23.50 

In above table Mean of Low Educational Achiever Teacher Trainee is 205.39 and 

Mean of Higher Educational Achiever Teacher Trainee is 196.74. Standard error of Mean is 

3.73.  For the find out of significance of Means Difference, t–Value is calculated. t-Value is 

2.32 found out that is significant at 0.05 level. 
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Result of tasted hypothesis show that Groups of Low Educational Achiever Teacher 

Trainee is superior to High Educational Achiever Teacher Trainee in Reading Interest Score. 

Thus in present study this hypothesis is rejected. 

 Analysis and interpretation of Teacher Trainee Reading Interest Score in the context 

of Father’s Occupation is shown below.   

Table – 3 

Mean, SD and t – Value scores on Reading Interest of group of doing  

Labour Work and Service Father’s Children  

Variable Respondent Mean SD  D ‘t’ 

Ratio 

Significance 

Level 

Labour Work  38 205.89 19.94 
4.70 1.23 

Not 

Significant Service 49 200.12 23.91 

 

In above table Mean of teacher trainee whose father is working as a lobour is 205.89 

and mean of whose father is working as a serviceman is 200.12. Standard error of Mean is 

4.70.  For the find out of significance of Means Difference, t–Value is calculated. t-Value is 

1.23 found out that is not significant at any level. 

Result of tasted hypothesis show that teacher trainee whose father is working as a 

lobour and whose father is working as a serviceman are equal in Reading Interest Score. Thus 

in present study this hypothesis is not rejected. 

Table – 4 

Mean, SD and t – Value scores on Reading Interest of group of doing  

Labour Work and Business Father’s Children  

Variable Respondent Mean SD  D ‘t’ 

Ratio 

Significance 

Level 

Labour Work  38 205.89 19.94 
4.52 1.95 

Not 

Significant Business 44 197.07 20.99 

 

In above table Mean of teacher trainee whose father is working as a lobour is 205.89 

and mean of whose father is working as a businessman is 197.07. Standard error of Mean is 

4.52.  For the find out of significance of Means Difference, t–Value is calculated. t-Value is 

1.95 found out that is not significant at any level. 
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Result of tasted hypothesis show that teacher trainee whose father is working as a 

lobour and whose father is working as a businessman are equal in Reading Interest Score. 

Thus in present study this hypothesis is not rejected. 

 

Table – 5 

Mean, SD and t – Value scores on Reading Interest of group of doing  

Service and Business Father’s Children  

Variable Respondent Mean SD  D ‘t’ 

Ratio 

Significance 

Level 

Service 49 200.12 23.91 
4.66 0.66 

Not 

Significant Business 44 197.07 20.99 

 

In above table Mean of teacher trainee whose father is working as serviceman is 

200.12 and mean of whose father is working as a businessman is 197.07. Standard error of 

Mean is 4.66.  For the find out of significance of Means Difference, t–Value is calculated. t-

Value is 1.95 found out that is not significant at any level. 

Result of tasted hypothesis show that teacher trainee whose father is working as a 

serviceman and whose father is working as a businessman are equal in Reading Interest 

Score. Thus in present study this hypothesis is not rejected. 

Findings: 

The findings of the study are as under. 

 There is no significant difference in means score of Reading Interest between male 

and female teacher trainee. 

 There is significant difference at 0.05 levels in means score of Reading Interest 

between in favour of low educational achiever teacher trainee. 

 There is no significant difference in means score of Reading Interest in the context of 

Father’s Occupation of teacher trainee. 

Conclusion: 

This study was to find out the effect of some variables on Reading Interest of teacher 

trainee. Reading Interest Inventory prepared by Mr. J. D. Bhal was used for data collection. 

The finding of this study is showing that one variable, Educational Achievement of teacher 

trainee’s is effecting on their Reading Interest. Institution such as colleges and faculties of 
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colleges should motivate Teacher Trainee to read widely. Some kind of incentives can be 

given to encourage reading beyond their subjects. 

Scope for further Research: 

 There is no research is last, but it left behind many questions for further study. That is 

why always remains scope for further research. The researcher suggests that the Reading 

Interest of Faculty member of Education Colleges should be investigated. Reading Interest of 

under Graduate College students is another interesting for the further study. It will be 

interesting to comparative study between other activity and Reading Interest of students. 
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