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Purpose:   The aim of this paper is to examine the reasons for the dearth in reading culture 

among Nigerian University students and its implication in Nigerian society. 

Design/ Methodology/Approach:  The design for this study is descriptive survey which 

utilizes questionnaire to collect data. Table and simple percentage were adopted in the data 

analysis. 

Findings: The results of the finding revealed that inadequate library facilities and 

awareness, laziness and procrastination, over accessibility to electronic resources, reliance 

on examination malpractice among other are the problems associated with dearth of reading 

culture among Nigerian university students.  It was also revealed that poverty and poor 

economic background contributed a lot to the persistent dearth in reading culture of the 

students here in FUO. It concluded by giving recommendations toward the improvement of 

reading culture among students in Nigerian institutions. 

Practical Implication: The study will inform librarians, information scientists, publishers, 

teachers, educational administrators at all levels in Nigeria and other developing countries 

who want the reading culture that has been dearth among their institutions to be revived back 

so that quality human resources needed for economy growth could be  guaranteed 

Originality/ Value: The paper described the dearth in reading culture among students of 

Federal University Otuoke Bayelsa –State. The findings may be of help to students at various 

levels, librarians, publishers, education administrators at all levels, who want the dearth of 

reading culture among Nigerian students to be a thing of the past. 
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1.0 Introduction 

The place of reading and learning in educational development is a prominent one. Reading 

facilitates and deepens the learning activity and effective learning result in any academic, 

moral and skills development. No wonder why Readers Association of Nigeria (RAN) in one 

of their assertions states that, “teach a child to read – and you have made a king” the above 

assertion by Reader Association of Nigeria & international reader Association  indicate the 

place of reading in the general development of man and his society. Holt (1998) remarks that 
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a situation in which a large number of people rarely read either because they lack the basic 

skill or because they do not care enough to take time to concentrate, will pose serious 

problems  in the future. In the words of Sisulor, (2004) reading is one of the fundamental 

building blocks of learning. Becoming a skilled and adaptable reader enhances the chances of 

success at school and beyond. Reading is not just for school, it is for life. Reading in all its 

variety is vital to being better informed, have a better understanding of us as well as others. It 

makes man to be a thoughtful and constructive contributor to a democratic and cohesive 

society, Sisulu,(2004).  Gbadamosi, (2007) describes reading culture as a way of building up 

positive reading attitude among students and children over a period of time, when an 

individual habitually and regularly read books and other information materials that are not 

necessarily required for him to advance in his profession or career, he is said to have a 

reading culture. Sandars (2009) in her studies revealed that reading culture is imperative for 

citizens if the future of the country is to be guaranteed. One question that is begging for 

answer is that, how many citizens of Nigeria read the daily newspapers and occasional 

magazines from time to time, talk more of literature books? These failures arise as a result of 

a poor acquisition of reading skills and dearth of reading culture. One who has developed the 

habit of reading will always look for something to read. Prominent Nigerians, the media, 

educationists, parents, librarians, and other well meaning Nigerians had at several occasions 

decried the weak reading culture in Nigeria and equally complained of disappearance of 

books in the public libraries and university libraries as well as the demise of school libraries 

in Nigeria. Soyinka (2006), described what he termed that dearth of reading culture in Nigeria 

as worrisome, opined that the dearth of reading culture is doing irreparable damage to our 

socio-economic life unless certain drastic steps are taken to remedy the situation. 

It was against this backdrop that, President GoodLuck Jonathan flagged off his own personal 

crusade against the poor reading culture in Nigeria when he lunched the “Bring back the 

book” initiative on December 2010 at Lagos Nigeria. “He said among other things that, today 

you can hardly find any child at their leisure period engaged in reading. This is also 

applicable to students at the tertiary level.” It’s expected that Students at the tertiary level are 

expected to read both intensively and extensively as demanded of research students, the laxity 

in reading which affects the quality of research work they turn out is of great concern to 

educationists, librarians and other education stakeholders. 

 Abati, (2008), at the 50
th

 anniversary of Chinua Achebe “ Things Fall Apart “  said he was in 

Abuja at an evening of reading put together by the Federal capital Territory Administration. 

According to him, he said he was astounded when a young lady, a final year English studies 

undergraduate in a private conversation, could not establish the link between Chinua Achebe 

and Things Fall Apart. She insisted that Peter Edochie wrote Things fall Apart and that the 

man in fact played the role of Okonkwo on television. she has never read the novel but she 

has watched the television series based on the novel and Edochie who acted the lead role had 

made an impression on her as the author. According to him he later gave her his copy of 

Heinemann 50
th

 anniversary edition of the novel, to purge her of her crime” Abati, (2008). 
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More worrisome is the realization that some of the teachers in our schools do not read 

extensively beyond their respective disciplines. Some graduates of some tertiary institutions 

are deficient in the required reading, speaking and writing skills, which later manifest in their 

competencies in production and service delivery. Reading whether for pleasure or for 

academic purpose is an essential habit that forms the bedrock of greatness in everyone, 

regardless of age, gender or statue is hardly disputed. However, imbibing it has not always 

been as widespread or accepting its importance. 

Sadly enough, what is happening at present is that the students reading time has now been 

taken over by watching of home video, television programmes and the browsing of internet 

for games, social interactions with foreign friends and other less beneficial indulgences. This 

is a worrisome development for our youths, in a situation like this; experts say it poses 

serious problems for the country in the future (Chika, (2009) and Sandars, (2007). In the 

event that dearth of poor reading culture is sustained, it will lead to the continuous of high 

failure rates in internal and external examination by students, high rate of illiteracy, increase 

in student’s drop-out rate e.t.c. In views of the above, the research therefore seeks to establish 

why students in tertiary institutions are no longer interested in reading, A case study of 

Federal university otuoke, Bayelsa -state. 

2.0 Objectives of the studies 

In Nigeria today, the dearth of reading culture has become a worrisome situation. To this end, 

the task of improving as well as developing reading culture in Nigeria is for all and sundry. It 

therefore makes it an issue of research for librarians and other information professionals. In 

this regards a study of this nature would assist in finding reasons for the dearth of reading 

culture among students of tertiary institutions in Nigeria, and its implication in the society. 

3.0 Literature Review  

All over the country there has been the general feeling among Nigerians that reading culture 

has been a missing link in the educational development of the nation. However people are 

worried that there has been a high rate of decline in the reading culture among children in 

Nigeria. Indeed, close observational studied of students within the academic environment of 

these researchers show that most students read only during the examination periods while few 

only make attempts at reading for knowledge and pleasure. Ruldstield, (2006) in his studies 

said Nigeria don’t read is true and the habit of reading is a luxury. According to him, he said 

poverty in the country is so bad that families can no longer eat not to talk about encouraging 

their children to read by buying them books. 

Yakubu, (2009) traced the country’s dearth and reading culture to the structural adjustment 

program (SAP) of the 1980 during the military era. He noted that the overall underfunding of 

libraries rubbed both lecturers and students the opportunity of following developments in 

their various disciplines. Commenting on the dearth of reading culture among Nigerian 

students, Obayan, (2005) in his contributions said students spend a lot of time doing 

browsing-reaming around the world. No attention is given to reading textual materials since 
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they can get all they want via the internet. Also libraries are vital to education and of course 

the rise on reading culture in a country and research shown that current lower levels of 

proficiency in reading is due to underfunding of libraries and their services Eyo, (2007). 

While lamenting the generally poor state of provision of library facilities and resources in 

most primary, secondary, and tertiary institutions in Nigeria. Fadero, (2007) stressed that 

inadequate provision of libraries and library resources in school is a general diseases that is 

plaguing education in Nigeria. From North to south and from East to west of the country 

schools are generally without libraries infrastructure to support reading, teaching and learning 

and the curriculum. Corroborating with Fadero, (2008) Using universal Basic education 

(UBE) as a case study stresses that effort by Nigeria government to promote education; 

reading and literacy have failed because there was no provision for school libraries in the 

implementation of the programme. The same condition applicable to the public library and 

most expecially Universities or academic libraries. The amount of money approved by 

(NUC) National University Commission to be given to library for its growth and 

development is far less than the money given out. Edigiator (1987) revealed. 

In the words of Nssien (2008), poor reading skills which has been identified as the major 

problem to Nigerian students reading culture was as a result of the following slow 

comprehension rate, slow reading rate, inadequate reading interest and habits distraction from 

television and film viewing. The low level of reading or dearth in reading among Nigerian 

students is caused by multi-varies factors. According to Gbadamosi, (2007) it includes 

economic hardship that is prevalent in many homes. Most parents struggle and manage to pay 

their wards school fees and forget about buying book for them. 

Astronomical prices of books and other information materials have been put out of reach of 

the masses couples with high cost of books and poor availability of indigenous books owing 

to the fact that local authors are not encourage to write books. Also cost of publishing book is 

very high. Indigenous writers are not motivated as they may not be able to finance the high 

cost of book publishing. Advent of home video, film houses, the use of internet and other 

electronic gadgets have adversed effect on the reading culture of Nigerian students. 

Chika,(2009) 

Some education stakeholders have equally attribute the drop in reading culture in Nigeria to 

the lack of adequate awareness on it importance, inadequate library facilities, poor access to 

books and other reading factors among other factors. Commenting on the price of books, 

Adegbulu, (2013), said in our days, one could pick a Chinua Achebe’s Wole Soyinka’s book 

for just N150, if you wanted a novel to read. But now the price has gone up, you get to a book 

store and you are asked to pay N900.00 or N1000 for a book, the affordability becomes an 

issue to many who wanted to read. Harold, (2011, Opined that lack of vibrant reading culture 

among Nigerians have been many publishers night mare for a long time in the country. 

“There is a popular saying that if you want to hide something from Africans put it in writing” 

because an African will not bother to open the book to read.  He further fingered poverty, 

illiteracy and high cost of books being responsible for the dearth of reading culture in 

Nigeria. Beach (1972) in his opinion said that readers are more likely to find books which 
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they have chosen themselves more interesting than they find assigned reading. furthermore, 

high interest increases ease of comprehension. 

4.1 Importance of reading among Nigerian students 

The importance of reading to the individual and to the society cannot be over emphasized. 

Chika (2009), outlines the virtues of reading to include the provision of individuals welfare, 

social progress and international understanding, the provision of skills, knowledge and the 

right attitude that frees one from idleness of bedom. She points out that reading is not just for 

school but also for life and that it enhances the chances of success at school and beyond. 

He further observes that, achievement in reading is necessary for achievement in school, 

adding that when a poor reader makes no provision for achievement, he is eventually 

frustrated into a miserable failure. Agbade, (2008) states that reading is an indispensable tool 

for learning in the various hierarchies of modern educational set up which he opines 

facilitates the learning process and effectively promotes intellectual development in the 

learners. According to Sandars, (2007), reading enables creativity to blossom in the child. 

The English Philosopher Francies Bacon, (1626) once said that while speaking makes a ready 

man and writing an exact man, reading makes a full man. Consequently, there is fulfillment 

in indulging in the reading culture. 

4.2 Constraints of Reading Culture among Nigerian students. 

Libraries have a historical mission of fostering literacy and learning. It is also vital to 

education and the research has shown that current lower levels of proficiency in reading are 

due to underfunding of libraries, library facilities are their services (Eyo, 2007) other factors 

contributed to dearth in reading culture among Nigerian youth include the distraction by the 

fallouts from technological innovation in the world today, such as the easy availability of the 

entertainment media, games living, the quest for money by parents who use (their children to 

hawk consumer items, the increasing cost of publishing, lack of adequate number of book 

shops (Fortune news, 2009) and Sanders (2007). 

4.3 Strategies for improving reading culture in Nigeria. 

The tasks of improving as well as developing reading culture in Nigeria is for all without 

exception- viz the parents, teacher, librarian, Philanthropists, the media, religious bodies. 

Among the task include giving Education priority attention in national human capital 

development. The greatest resources for development in the human resources, hence no 

nation can develop in isolation without human resources; and education in producer of human 

resources so adequate funding of the sector by all levels of government will impact positively 

on libraries, which is the main tool for the development of reading culture. Ogwu (2006) 

equally highlights the various way by which libraries can be used as a platform for 

entrenching reading culture in Nigeria among them is the provision as ICT equipment, other 

include provision of conducive atmosphere for reading and meeting the information needs of 

the users.  
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5.0 Methodology 

Survey research design was adopted for this study. The population of the study comprises of 

all the registered students of Federal University Otuoke. The data was collected through the 

use of questionnaire. To select the sample for equal representation of all the faculties in the 

University, random sampling technique was adopted; each faculty was represented with a box 

making a total of four boxes. In each of the box, papers written YES or NO were inserted. 

The first 100 students to pick YES were used in each faculty making a total of 400 students in 

all. Four hundred copies of questionnaire were actually distributed and three hundred and five 

(305) were retrieved and found usable. The data was analyzed using quantitative and 

descriptive statistic. The result is presented below. 

Table 1 Bio data of the respondents. 

S/NO.  Faculty  male Female Total 

1. Humanity 14 29 43 

2. Social science  69 41 110 

3. Management 16 17 33 

4. Science 59 60 119 

 Total  158 147 305 

 

Table2      Distribution of respondents according to their sex. 

Respondents  Frequency Percentage 

Male 158 52.0 

Female  147 48.0 

                               TOTAL       305                                      100 

Table 1 shows the distribution of the respondents from the faculties used. It revealed that 158 

(52.0%) of the respondents were male, while (48%) of the respondents were female. This 

show that majority of the respondents used were male. 

(a)What are the reasons for the dearth of reading culture among students of tertiary 

institution in Nigerian?  

Respondents Opinion on Cultism and Social activities in Higher institution. 

Table 3 

S/No. Faculty  (YES) Freq        % (NO) Freq        %  

1. Faculty of Humanity 28              (65.0%) 15               (35.0%) 

2. Faculty of social-science  57              (52.0%) 53               (48.0%) 

3. Faculty of Management  17              (52.0%) 16               (48.0%) 

4. Faculty of Science 45              (37.0%) 75               (63.0%) 
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Table 11 section A indicates the view of respondents on cultism and other social vices as 

factor that hinder reading culture among students in Nigeria Universities. The finding shows 

that 28 respondents that is 65% from the faculty of Humanity were of the opinion that dearth 

of reading culture is caused by cultism and other social vices while only 15 respondents that 

is 35% have a contrary view to the same factor. While in the faculty of social science 57 

respondents that is 52% were equally of the opinion that dearth of reading culture among 

students in Nigeria Universities is caused by cultism and other social vices and only 53 

respondents 48% disagreed. The same responses was recorded in the faculty of Management. 

Also in the Faculty of Science 53 respondents 37% were of the opinion that dearth of reading 

culture caused by cultism and other social vices and 72 respondents 62% said cultism and 

other social vices had nothing to do with poor reading culture and other academic 

performance of the students. The inferences drawn from the above findings shown that the 

majority of the students were of the opinion that cultism and other social vices were 

responsible for the death of poor reading culture among Nigerian students which has actually 

contributed to the poor intensive and extensive studies as demanded of research students. 

However, some students insisted that cultism and other social vices could not be responsible 

for the dearth of poor reading culture in their institution. 

Table 4    Poor reading culture can be caused due to laziness and procrastination  

S/N FACULTY (YES) Freq            % (NO) Freq             %  

1. Faculty of Humanity  14                 (32%) 29              (67%) 

2. Faculty of Social-Science 22                 (20%) 88              (80%) 

3. Faculty of Management  10                 (30.3%) 23              (70%) 

4. Faculty of Science  52                 (43.0%) 68              (57.1%) 

   

Table 4 indicates the opinion of respondents on poor reading culture due to laziness and 

procrastination. The findings revealed that 14 respondents 32% from the faculty of humanity 

were of the opinion that dearth of reading culture is caused by laziness and procrastination 

while 29 respondents and 67% from the same faculty disagreed and they were of the opinion 

that dearth or poor reading culture could not be caused by laziness and procrastination. 

In Faculty of Social-science 22 respondents with 20% believe that laziness could cause poor 

reading culture while 88 of the respondents disagreed. Also in faculty of Management 10 

(30.3%) of the respondents agreed while large number of respondents disagreed. 52 

respondents 43% from the Faculty of Science were of the opinion that dearth in reading 

culture could be caused by laziness while 75 (63%) of the respondents from the same faculty 

disagreed. 

The inference drawn from the above is that majority of the respondents were of the opinion 

that poor reading culture is a serious problem among students of Nigeria University. 

However, laziness and procrastination could not be totally responsible for the dearth of 

reading culture in Federal Universities otuoke, Bayelsa state. This was corroborated with the 

Obaya, (2005) in his contributions he stressed that students spend a lot of time doing 
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browsing on internet roaming around the world. No attention is given to reading textual 

Materials since they can get all they want via the internet. 

Table 5 Reliance on Examination Malpractices 

S/N Faculty   (YES) Freq         %   (NO) Freq          %  

1. Faculty of Humanity 22                 (51%) 21                 (49.0%) 

2. Faculty of social-science 50                 (45.0%) 60                 (55.0%) 

3. Faculty of Management  14                 (42%) 19                 (58.0%) 

4. Faculty of Science  42                 (35.0%) 78                 (65.0%) 

 

Table 5 presents the responses of the respondents on students dependence on examination 

malpractice as factor responsible for the dearth of reading culture among students in Nigeria 

Universities. The findings shows that 22 respondents 51% from the faculty of humanity were 

of the opinion that reliance or dependence on examination malpractice contributed to the 

dearth of reading culture among students in Federal University otuoke. while 21 respondents 

49% disagreed with the same factor. 

In the faculty of social-science 50 respondents 45% were of the opinion that dearth of reading 

culture is caused by dependence on examination malpractice by students while 60 

respondents 55% disagreed. Also in faculty of Management 14 respondents 42% were of the 

opinion that dearth of reading culture is caused by dependence on examination malpractice. 

While 19 respondents 58.0% disagreed. In Faculty of Science 45 respondents 37% were of 

the opinion that reliance on examination malpractice is a factor that is contributing to dearth 

in reading culture among students in FUO Nigeria, while 75 respondent and 63% disagreed 

with this view.  

The implication to be drawn from the finding above shows that some students particularly 

from the faculty of humanity agreed that the dearth to reading culture among students in 

Nigeria Universities, is caused by the reliance of students on examination malpractice while 

higher percentage of the students were of the opinion that dearth to reading culture cannot be 

caused by student depending on examination malpractice. This was corroborated with Chika 

(2009) where he revealed in his studies that in the event that dearth of poor reading culture is 

sustained, it will lead to the continuous high failure rates in internal and external examination 

and equally drop out of students. 

 

Table 6: High cost of books and other study materials: 

S/N Faculty  (YES) Freq              %  (NO) Freq       %  

1. Faculty of Humanity 18                (42%) 25               (58%) 

2. Faculty of Social science  73                (66.4%) 37               (34.0% 

3. Faculty of Management 17                (52.0%) 16               (48.0%) 

4. Faculty of Science 73                (61%) 46               (39.0%) 
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Table 6 

This table revealed the view of respondents over high cost of books and other study materials 

as factors that contribute to the dearth of reading 

culture among students in Nigeria Universities. The finding shows that 18 respondents that is 

42% from the faculty of Humanity were of the opinion that poor reading culture is caused by 

high cost of books and other study materials, while 25 respondents that is 58% to disagreed 

with this opinion that high cost of books and other study materials is one of the factor that are 

causing dearth of reading culture among students of Nigeria University while 37 respondents 

that is 34% were having contrary opinion. Also in the Faculty of Management 17 respondents 

that 52% were of the opinion that dearth of reading culture is caused by high cost of books 

and other study materials while 16 respondents that is 48% disagreed with this opinion. In 

Faculty of Science 73 respondents that is 61% were of the opinion that high cost of books and 

other study materials is one of the factors causing dearth of reading culture among student in 

FUO while 46 respondents that is 39% disagreed with the above opinion. 

The implication to be drawn from the finding above is that the majority of respondents 

across all the faculties agreed that high cost of books and other study materials contributed to 

the dearth of reading culture among students of Nigeria Universities. FUO in particular, this 

was  corroborates by Soyinka (2014) where he recommended that government as a matter of 

urgency needs to stop or reduce pre-imposed tax on books importation, where this is done 

students and parents will be able to afford some of these books and acquire them and dearth 

to reading culture will be drastically reduced. 

Adegbulu, (2013) In his findings, said the high cost of books is responsible for the dearth of 

reading culture in Nigeria. Also Harold (2011) in his contribution fingered poverty and high 

cost of books has being responsible for the dearth of reading culture in Nigeria. 

 

Table 7   Lack of adequate Library Facilities and awareness 

S/N Faculty  (YES) Freq      %  (NO) Freq       %  

1. Faculty of Humanity 18                   (42% 25                (58%) 

2. Faculty of Social- 

science  

46                   (42%) 64                (58%) 

3. Faculty of Management  13                   (39%) 21                (61% 

4. Faculty of Science  42                   (35%) 78                (65%) 

  

Table 7 

  The table shows the view of respondents on lack of adequate library facilities in higher 

institution. The finding shows that 18 respondents that is, 42% from the faculty of humanity 

were of the opinion that library facilities contributed to the dearth of reading culture among 
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students of Nigeria University while 25 respondents that is 58% were not in agreement with 

this opinion. In the faculty of social-science 46 respondents that is 42% agreed with the 

finding that lack of library facilities and awareness on it importance  contribute to the poor 

reading culture among students in FUO and other similar institution while 58% of the 

respondents disagreed. Also in the Faculty of Management 39% of the respondents is of the 

opinion that inadequate library facilities bring about poor reading culture among students of 

Nigeria Universities, 61% of the respondents disagreed with the opinion. In Faculty of 

Science 42 respondents that is 35% were of the opinion that lack of library facilities and 

awareness is a contributing factor to the dearth of reading culture among students in Nigeria 

Universities. 

The implication draws from the finding above shows that, majority of the respondents across 

all the faculties did not agree that inadequate library facilities contributed to the dearth of 

reading culture of students among Nigeria Universities, FUO in particular. Though some 

respondents equally believed and agreed that lack of adequate library facilities contributed to 

the dearth of reading culture in Nigeria. This was corroborated by Eyo, (2007) where he 

revealed in his studies that  current lower levels of proficiency in reading are due to 

underfunding of libraries facilities and his services 

Table 8   Adequate access and usage of electronic resources. 

S/N Faculty  (YES)           % (NO) Freq       %  

1 Faculty of Humanity 27                (63%) 16                     (37%) 

 

2 Faculty of social/sc 65                 (59%) 45                     (41%) 

3 Faculty of Management 22                  (67%) 11                     (33%) 

4 Faculty of science 87                  (73%) 33                      (27%) 

                              

Table 8 

Present the response of the respondents on student’s inadequate access and usage of 

electronic resources or device as one of the factor causing dearth of reading culture among 

students in Nigeria Universities. The finding shows that 27 respondents that is 63% from the 

faculty of Humanities were of the opinion that inadequate access and usage of electronic 

resources contributed to the dearth of reading culture among students of FUO Nigeria, while 

16 respondents that is 37% disagreed. 

In the Faculty of Social-science 59% of the respondents equally agreed with the view that 

inadequate access and usage electronic device is one of the major causes to poor reading 

culture among students in Nigeria Universities and 41% respondents of the same faculty 

disagreed. Also in the Faculty of Management 67% of the respondents agreed that adequate 

access and usage of electronic device is a major caused to dearth in reading culture among 

students in Nigeria Universities while 33% of the respondents have a contrary opinion. In 

Faculty of Science 73% of respondents were of the opinion that inadequate access and usage 
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of electronic device cause dearth to reading culture among student in FUO Nigeria, while 

27% of the respondents disagreed with this opinion. 

The implication to be drawn from the finding above shows that majority of the respondents 

were of the opinion that inadequate access and proper usage of electronic device or resources 

is a major contribution  to poor reading culture among student of FUO, Nigeria. Obanya 

(2005) said students spend a lot of time doing browsing, roaming around the world, sit at 

home to watch video in line with the finding of the work.  Furtune new (2009) and Sanders 

(2007) affirmed with the finding above, in their contributions they equally affirmed that 

dearth in poor reading culture among Nigerian students is caused by distraction by the fallout 

from technological innovation in the world today and wrong usage of electronic devices  

 Table 9 poverty and poor economic background of students 

S/N Faculty (YES) Freq      % (NO) freq        % 

1 Faculty of Humanity 41               (95%) 2              (5.0%) 

2 Faculty of social /SC 106             (96%) 4               (4.0%) 

3 Faculty of Management 30                 (91%) 3                (9.0%) 

4 Faculty of science 118               (99%) 1                 (0.8%) 

 

Table 9 

The table presents the responses of the respondents on the poor economic background of 

students as one of the factor causing dearth of reading culture among students of FUO 

Nigeria. The finding revealed that 41 respondents that is 95% from the Faculty of Humanities 

were of the opinion that poor economic background is responsible for the dearth of reading 

culture among our students, while only 5% of the students in the same faculty disagreed. In 

Faculty of Social science 96% of the respondents equally agreed with the view that poor 

economic background contributes to poor reading culture of students in FUO, Nigeria and 4% 

of the respondents from the same faculty disagreed. In Faculty of Management 91% of the 

respondents agreed that poverty and poor economic background is another major factor 

causing dearth of poor reading culture in Nigeria Universities while 9% of the respondents 

have a contrary opinion.  

The implication draws from the finding above shown that the majority of the students from 

all the faculties agreed that poverty and poor economic background of students contributed 

immensely for the dearth of reading culture in Federal university otuoke, and other Nigeria  

universities. while only few student disagreed with the above view. 

This finding was affirmed and corroborated by Ruldstield (2006), according to him he said 

poverty in the country is so bad that families can no longer eat not to talk about encouraging 

their children to read by buying them books. Yakubu (2009) also corroborates the above 

assertion in his studies. He traces the country dearth in reading culture to the structural 
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adjustment programme (SAP) of 1985. Gbadamosi (2007) also revealed in his studies; that 

economic hardship that prevalent in many homes; where most parents struggles and manage 

to pay their school fees and forget about buying books also contributed a lot to the dearth of 

reading culture in Nigeria.  

Conclusion 

Literacy is an integral part of social life. It is needed at home, in the school, in the working 

place for the development and preservation of our cultural heritage. However there is no 

doubt that the reading culture among the students of Federal University, Otuoke and other 

Nigerian University Students is fast eroded. It’s more worrisome to know that Nigeria 

students are losing consciousness in reading especially in discovery and rediscovery of knew 

knowledge and also in production of quality human capital resources. Consequently, our 

present generation of students here in Federal university otuoke and other Nigerian higher 

institution students according to the research are risking the future educational growth and 

development by their refusal to imbibe the reading culture.  

Therefore, in order to achieve a total national consciousness in reading by our youth, all 

stakeholders, in the reading chain which include writers, publishers, books-sellers, teachers at 

all levels, Librarians, Government at all levels etc must all rally round to support and 

participate actively in reviving the dying reading culture in our country. 

Recommendations 

Based on the findings of this study, the following recommendations are suggested to improve 

on the reading culture of students in the Nigerian Institutions: 

1. Government as a matter of urgency should brace up and seek for foreign partners’ 

assistance on the area of security, so that peace and tranquility could be restored back 

into the country. This will go a long way to re-store the lost glory of our reading 

culture in the country. 

2. Adequate funds should be made available for local publishing companies through 

simple digit interest rate and government partnership with publishers should be 

friendly. This will go a long way to increase the supply of text books into our higher 

institutions. 

3. Academic libraries should serve as a resource center, where students will have access 

to reading materials, and with adequate library facilities and such centre should 

extend its service to day-care and preparative school level 

4. The government as a matter of urgency should discourage or stop pre-imposed tax on 

books so as to make the books and other reading resources more accessible and 

affordable. 

5. Schools should encourage the formation of reading clubs at all levels of our academic 

institutions. This will go a long way to restore the reading culture of our dear students. 

6. Direct budgetary provision should be made, for library development with this, 

efficiency is guaranteed in policy implementations, program design, planning and 
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execution, opportunity for staff re-training and general library maintenance is also 

assured. 
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