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Abstract 

The paper examines various pattern of the articles published in the Malaysian journal of library 

and information science (MJLIS) for the period of 2007 to 2013 and expose the results for the 

publications through bibliometric analysis. The study has been carried out with the comparison 

of the previous studies done by other authors. The paper represents the bibliometric analysis of 

the journal in order to evaluate the growth pattern of research productivity published in the 

journal. The study involves the patterns such as year wise distribution, length of articles, range 

of references, institutional affiliation of authors, subject categories, authorship pattern, 

demographic affiliation of author and number of citations. The study reveals that 142 articles 

published in the journal for the period from 2007 to 2013. The year 2011 is the most productive 

year with 21 articles during the study period. The study reveals that the highest number of 

articles are published in the second category which is the domain of ‘Information seeking 

behavior of the user’ and shows that majority of articles have got a length of 11 – 20 pages. It 

has been observed that the multiple author articles were increased in comparison to the single 

authored articles. It is also found that 56 articles that is the maximum number of articles (56 

articles) were authored and co-authored by Malaysian authors and maximum of 184 citations 

were received for the published articles for the study period. 

Keywords: Bibliometric Analysis, Malaysian Journal of Library and Information 

Science, Citations, Authorship Pattern. 

Introduction 

The Malaysian journal of library and information science stated its first publication in the year of 

1996. It had published both print and electronic versions from 1996-1998 and further confirmed 
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to publish only the electronic version by 2009. Currently it is publishing thrice in a year in the 

month of April, August and December. It has been published by the department of library and 

information science and the faculty of computer science and information technology of 

university of Malaya. The journal is committed to publish the original research articles by the 

authors in the field of library and information science. The goal of the journal is to provide a 

platform for the researchers in order to encourage them to publish the best practices, policies, 

procedures and the development in the library and information field and also it provides a 

communication forum among the library and information science professionals concentrating 

specially on the Asia pacific region to motivate them to initiate their methodologies and concepts 

to the world. The present study is to explore the bibliometric analysis of the Malaysian journal of 

library and information science. We extend our analysis based on the research papers published 

based on MJLIS journals for the period from 2007 to 2013.  In order to evaluate the influence 

and impact of the journal, we carried the study by revealing the year wise distribution, length of 

articles, range of reference, institutional affiliation of authors, subject categories, authorship 

pattern, demographic affiliation of author and number of citations and is being compared to the 

same data the journal in the earlier studies from 1996-2006. The paper clearly addresses the 

impact and influence of various patterns towards the Malaysian journal of library and 

information science for the community of informational professionals and the readers. 

Review of Literature: 
 

There are several analysis in the literature were conducted by diverse authors to evaluate the 

patterns of research to have an impact on the bibliometric analysis. Rao K.N, et.al. (2014) 

conducted the analysis on nearly 4047 articles from the journal of propulsion and power during 

the period of 1985 to 2013. The study concentrated on to assess the pattern of research growth, 

authorship, geographical distribution and institutional productivity and found the results that 

most of the articles were produced from USA and also in association with institutions in other 

countries. Sam (2008) conducted the analysis for the Ghana library journal and provided the 

results for the articles published from 2000 to 2006. He concentrated mostly on the subject of 

academic libraries and he cited majorly about the journals and then it followed by books and the 

reports. Most of the journals are from US and Europe and only few top journals cited regularly 

from the region of Africa. Lin and Chiu (2012) conducted the study on the language, length of 

the article, topics covered and co authorship from nearly 1536 articles from 1970 to 2010 and 

published in the journal of educational media and library sciences. Hussain et.al., (2011) 

conducted the bibliometric study on around 578 research articles which was published in the 

Electronic Library Journal from 2000 to 2010. Bakri & Willett (2008) conducted the 

bibliometric analysis on the articles published in the Malaysian journal of library and 

information science during the year from 2001 to 2006 and evaluated the results which were 

acquired from the earlier study of Tiew et.al (2002) covered the journals published in the year 

from 1996-2000. The results explored the number of publications in the journal were increased 

and also it reflects in the article types and the length of the articles as well as the number of 

references for each article. Gian (2006) conducted a study and analyzed nearly 536 research 

papers in the field of library and information science during the period from 1995 to 2004 and 
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provided the results. Verma, et.al., (2007) carried out a study and analyzed of the journal named 

Annals of library and information studies holding of 131 various contributions during the period 

from 1999-2005 and provided the results that most of the articles contributed by the single 

author and most of the information specialists were cited this journal for their research purposes. 

Maharana R.K and Das A.K. (2013) done analysis for the Malaysian journal of library and 

information science during the period from 2007 to 2011 and taken various patterns for citation, 

length of paper, pattern of co-authorship, volume wise, year wise distribution of contributions, 

most prolific contributor, institution and country and found that the productivity of the author is 

0.47 and the authors average number of paper is 2.15. Nattar. S (2009) has done a scientometric 

analysis during 2004-2008 for Indian journal of physics and found that contribution of 2004 

recordings regarding the single and multiple authors. Singh et.al, (2011) analyzed nearly 487 

articles which were published in the journal of documentation for the period of 1996-2010 and 

revealed that the citations of the single author is much higher than the multi-author citations. 

 Objectives of the study:  

The objectives of the study are to understand and to find the bibliometric distinctiveness of the 

Malaysian Journal of Library and Information Science. The objectives are listed as follows: 

1. To study the year wise distribution of articles. 

2. To identify the length of MJLIS articles. 

3. To examine the range of reference of the articles. 

4. To determine the institutional affiliation of authors. 

5. To know the subject categories. 

6. To study the authorship pattern. 

7. To identify the demographic affiliation of author. 

8. To determine the citations received by MJLIS articles. 

 

Methodology 

 

In present study, total of 142 articles from 7 volumes and 19 issues of Malaysian journal of 

library and information science for the period from 2007 to 2013 were taken for analysis in order 

to achieve the objectives of the study. The relevant articles were downloaded from the MJLIS 

website. The citation study was done by using the Google Scholar. The data was entered clearly 

in the MS-Excel sheet which helps to compare and contrast the different variables such as year 

wise distribution, length of articles, range of reference, institutional affiliation of authors, subject 

categories, authorship pattern, demographic affiliation of author and number of citations. After 

collecting the data, it was carefully sorted, tabularized and incorporated in a proper order. These 

data for the period of 2007-2013 is compared with that for the period of 1996-2006. 

 

Limitations of the study: 

 

The following are the limitations of the study: 

 Some articles published were found missing the complete details, especially like 

institutional and/or demographical affiliation. So, they are excluded from that particular 
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study. This limitation doesn‟t affect this study as such cases were meager in number and 

was found involved only in one of 8 objectives of the study. 

 The present study is spread over a period of 7 years. The previous studies are over the 

period (1996-2000) of 11 years. These 11 years are being divided into two spells of 5 

years (1996-2000) and 6 years (2001-2006). Care has been taken so that the differences 

in the three periods of study (1996-2000, 2001-2006, 2007-2013) doesn‟t cause 

discrepancies in the analysis by considering the average figures rather than the 

„cumulative figures‟. 

 

Analysis and Discussions on Research Objectives  

Quantitative growth of MJLIS articles  

The year wise distribution of the articles of MJLIS is shown in Table 1 and figure 1. The period 

of study included 7 volumes and 19 issues of the journal. A total of 142 articles were published 

during these 7 years.  During the span of 2007-2011, the year 2011 was found to be most 

productive (21 articles) and the year 2007 the least productive (14 articles) in terms of the 

number of articles published. It can be seen that there was a decline in the number of articles 

published during the last two years of study in contrast to the gradual increase in the number of 

articles during the first 5 years of the study. The journal has shown a remarkable increase in the 

number of articles published during the period of study (2007- 2013) with 20.30 average articles 

per year as compared to 14.2 and 15.2 average articles per year for the previous study periods 

(2001 -2006) and (1996 – 2000) respectively. 

Table 1 : Year wise distribution of articles 

   
Year Number of articles Average articles per year 

2007 14 - 

2008 16 - 

2009 18 - 

2010 24 - 

2011 28 - 

2012 20 - 

2013 22 - 

1996-00 76 15.2 

2001-06 85 14.2 

2007-13 142 20.3 
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Length of MJLIS articles  

Table 2 and Figure 2 depict the length of the articles published in terms of the number of pages. 

The study shows that majority of articles have got a length of 11 – 20 pages. This is in close 

coincidence with the previous study done during period (1996 – 2000) and (2001 -2006). But, 

there is clear deviation in number of articles with length less than or equal to 10 pages. The 

percentages of such articles were found to be 41 % during (1996 -2000), 19 % during (2001 -

2006) and 12 % during (2007 – 2013) which clearly shows a decline over the time. 

 

Table 2 : Length of articles 

  

Length of Articles 

Number of Articles Published 

1996 - 2000 2001 - 2006 2007 - 2013 

 31 16 17 ≤ 10 

11 - 20 38 61 105 

 ≥ 21 7 8 20 
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Range of references per article 

References are integral part of any research article. As Isaac Newton said,” If, I have seen a little 

further it is by standing on the shoulders of Giants“. The best way of acknowledging the 

contribution of another author is to „refer‟ him or her in the article. More references could 

generally be considered as a positive sign of a conceptually sound article. Table 3 and figure 3 is 

an analysis of the reference pattern seen in MJLIS. It was found that the articles published with 

more than 30 references per article is highest and those with less than 10 references per article is 

least in number. This is just opposite to the pattern shown by the (1996 -2000) study. During the 

period (2001-2006), the pattern was more or less similar to (2007 – 2013) study except the single 

variation of (11 -20) references per article to be highest.  This is can be well explained in the 

light of the advancements in the field of library and information science resources enhancing the 

availability and accessibility of scholarly articles over the electronic media.  

Table 3 : Number of References Per Article 

    

References Per Article 

Number of Articles Published 

1996 - 2000 2001 - 2006 2007 - 2013 

< 10 37 20 13 

11 - 20 21 35 36 

21 - 30 10 16 46 

> 30 8 14 47 
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Institutional affiliation of authors 

Table 4 and figure 4 quantifies the institutional types of the authors who contributed to MJLIS. 

The classification proceeds in four distinct categories. A Library schools are institutions 

specialized in the field of training of library or information professionals; academic library is the 

one belonging to university, college or any other educational institution; a special library works 

in line with the interest and demands of its affiliated institution; an exception to any of the above 

will belong to the fourth category „others‟. Even though MJLIS contributors spread over a wide 

realm, its major contributors belong to the group of staff and students of Library and Information 

Science educational programs at the University of Malaya (Edzan, 2005). It is observed that the 

general pattern of institutional affiliation remains unaltered over the three distinct periods of 

study with the highest contribution from the first category i.e. Library schools and the lowest 

contribution from special libraries. But it can be seen that the contribution from the fourth 

category i.e. others is showing a phenomenal increase during the present study which is 28 % 

(2007-2013) compared to 3 % (2001-2006). One article was found without sufficient information 

with regard to its institutional affiliation. So it was excluded from this analysis. 

 

Table 4 : Institutional Affiliations of Authors 

    

Type of Institution 

Frequency 

1996 - 2000 2001 - 2006 2007 - 2013 

Library School 48 79 74 

Academic Library 6 22 16 
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Special Library 6 2 11 

Others 28 3 40 

Total 88 106 141 

 

 

Subject categories 

A subject category analysis is done with table 5 and figure 5.  A scale down version of the Penas 

and Willett (2006) classification is used to categorize the articles. Except minor additions like 

newspapers and scientiometrics, the subject categories of Bakri & Willett (2008) are retained in 

this study as one of the research objective of this study was to have a comparison with the 

previous studies. Current study reveals that the highest number of articles are published in the 

second category which is the domain of „Information seeking behavior of the user‟ and the least 

in the fourth category which is the domain of „study of users‟. This is in clear contrast to the 

previous studies done during periods (2001 -2006) and (1996 – 2000), which indicates a major 

drift in the subject categories of MJLIS. One of the suggestions of the of Bakri & Willett (2008)  

study was to consider encouraging the submission of articles belonging to the category of 

information retrieval, cataloging and information literacy. This is well achieved during the (2007 

– 2013) period which is evident from the seemingly increased number of articles; 5 during (1996 

– 2000), 6 during (2001 -2006) and 24 during (2007 – 2013). 

Table 5 : Subject categories 
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No Subject Category 

Number of Articles Published 

1996 - 2000 2001 - 2006 2007 - 2013 

1 

 

Human and social aspects of 

information handling, organizational 

behavior, user studies, information 

literacy, teaching and learning 

20 11 54 

2 

 

Digital libraries, e-books, e-

publishing, books, collections, 

records and library management 

literature, preservation, printing, 

publishing, newspapers 

34 34 15 

3 

 

Information retrieval, cataloguing, 

classification, indexing, knowledge 

organization, taxonomies, thesaurus 

construction 

5 6 24 

4 

 

Automation, database systems, 

system management, technical issues 

8 13 6 

5 

 

Bibliometrics, citation studies, 

informetrics, webometrics, 

scientometrics 

9 21 43 
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Authorship pattern 

Table 6 and figure 6 is a study of the author‟s preferences to work alone or in collaboration with 

others in a group.  In line with the Bakri & Willett (2008) study, the percentage of multi-author 

articles (with three or more co-authors) were found to increase as 14 % during (1996 – 2000), 24 

% during (2001 -2006), 32 % (2007 – 2013) and the percentage of single authored articles keep 

decreasing as 47 % during (1996 – 2000), 36 % during (2001 -2006), 25 % (2007 – 2013). It is 

also noted that the maximum number of articles are the outcome of the co-authorship of two 

authors with a much higher degree of 42 % relative to 32 % of all other multi-authored 

articles(with three or more co-authors).  

Table 6 : Authorship pattern 

    

Number of Authors 
Number of Articles Published 

1996 - 2000 2001 - 2006 2007 - 2013 

1 36 31 36 

2 29 34 60 

≥ 3 11 20 46 

 

 

Demographic affiliation of authors 

The analysis of geographical affiliation of the MJLIS authors shows that, there are authors from 

26 countries, contributing a total of 142 articles during the period of 2007-2013. Maximum 

number of articles were authored / co-authored by Malaysian authors (56) followed by Iran (15) 

and India (14). Table 7 and figure 7 gives a comparison in terms of the number of authors. 
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Maximum contribution was again from Malaysia (60) followed by India (30). To have a 

meaningful comparison with the two previous studies (with varied span of study), the number of 

authors per year is considered rather than just the total number of authors from a country. It is 

observed that the number of authors per year is also highest for Malaysia (8.6), followed by India 

(4.3) and Africa (2.3). Malaysian number of authors per year is showing a gradual increase over 

the three studies; 7.2 during (1996 – 2000), 7.5 during (2001 -2006), 8.6 (2007 – 2013). The 

growth in the number of authors per year from African countries (Benin, Botswana, Kenya, 

Nigeria and Sudan) of the current study is worth mentioning at this juncture as it has accelerated 

considerably over the present period in comparison to the other two period of  studies; 0.0 during 

(1996 – 2000), 1.0 during (2001 -2006), 2.3 during (2007 – 2013).  

Table 7 : Demography of Authors 

        

   

Country 

Number of Authors Number of Authors per year 

1996 - 

2000 

2001 - 

2006 

2007 - 

2013 

1996 - 

2000 

2001 - 

2006 

2007 - 

2013 

Malaysia 36 45 60 7.2 7.5 8.6 

India 25 27 30 5.0 4.5 4.3 

Bangladesh 9 6 6 1.8 1.0 0.9 

Africa 0 6 16 0.0 1.0 2.3 

Australia 1 5 0 0.2 0.8 0.0 

Sri Lanka 0 5 1 0.0 0.8 0.1 
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Citations received by MJLIS articles 

A citation is reference that let the user to recognize the source information which they use in a 

prescribed educational paper, and facilitate the reader to place those source information all the 

way through the input. Citations are positioned both in the ordered list and the text, except the 

user use a endnote or footnote, which can be self-reliant exclusive of an ordered list (Texas A & 

M University Library). Table 8 and figure 8 is depicting the citations received by the articles of 

MJLIS during the three periods of study.  This data was obtained in the month of July 2015 as a 

cumulative record of citations listed by Google Scholar for the mentioned period. During the 

present study period from 2007 to 2013, it is seen that the articles published during the year 2008 

received maximum citations (184), followed by the articles published during the year 2008 

(141). An increased number of citations point towards the wider acceptance of the Journal. Table 

8 clearly shows that the number of citations per year is increasing over the three studies; 84.8 

during (1996 – 2000), 103.7 during (2001 -2006), 103.0 during (2007 – 2013). It is to be noted 

that the period (2007 – 2013) received much less time for getting cited in scholarly articles than 

the other two. So, we can clearly see that the citations and hence the acceptance of MJLIS 

journals is increasing a greater pace. 

 

Table 8: Citations received by MJLIS 

   
Year Number of citations Number of citations per year 

2007 124 - 

2008 184 - 
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2009 125 - 

2010 141 - 

2011 118 - 

2012 21 - 

2013 8 - 

1996-00 424 84.8 

2001-06 622 103.7 

2007-13 721 103.0 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

This paper has done the bibliometric analysis on the various patterns of Malaysian journal of 

library and information science for the period of 2007 to 2013 and also referred the previous 

studies related to the previous years of the same journal. The analysis listed the noteworthy 

changes happened in the subsequent years of publications. In the study, it has been found that the 

journal has shown a tremendous increase in the number of articles published during the period of 

2007-2013, the average articles per year is increase to 20.30 which is much higher compared to 

previous years. But, there is a deviation in the number of articles with reference to length less 

than or equal to 10 pages and the percentage is 12 % which is less than the previous years. In 

respect of range of references pattern the articles published with 30 references in the highest and 

the articles published with less than 10 references per articles is less than in number. Regarding 

the contribution of authors and their institutional affiliation, it was found that the major 

contributors are from staffs and students of library and information science field and it is clear 

that the institutional affiliation remains unaltered over the three periods of study with highest 
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contribution from the library schools and lowest contribution from special libraries and 

contributions from others are found increasing in comparison to previous years. One article was 

found without sufficient information with regard to its institutional affiliation. So it was excluded 

from this analysis. The study reveals that the highest number of articles are published in the 

second category which is the domain of „Information seeking behavior of the user‟ and the least 

in the fourth category which is the domain of „study of users‟. It has been found that there is 

clear contrast to the previous studies done and it shows that there is a major drift in subject 

categories of MJLIS. In state of authorship pattern, it has been observed that the multiple author 

articles were increased comparing to the single authored articles and it also noted that maximum 

number of articles published under co-authorship of two authors with 42% relative to 32% of 

multi-authored with three or more co-authors articles. Regarding the demographic affiliation of 

authors, it was found that maximum numbers of articles were from Malaysian authors, 

amounting to 56 articles out of 142 articles published for the period of 2007-2013.  The data for 

the citations received by the articles of MJLIS for the three periods of study were obtained from 

Google Scholar and found that maximum of 184 citations were received in the year of 2008 and 

it is noted that increased number of citations point towards the wider acceptance of the journal. 

The study surely makes a good contribution in bibliometric analysis and various interpretations 

related to the journal and the authors try to provide appropriate results of the study in order to 

enhance the field of bibliometrics. 

Future Studies 

The present study was conducted bibliometric analysis with reverence to the articles published in 

the Malaysian journal of library and information science during the period from 2007 to 2013. 

The study may further be meticulously conducted by including of various other factors and 

patterns which are listed in future issues of the journal. 
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