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Abstract 

The purpose of this study is to analyze the quantitative growth in the collection of books and journals 

in Mumbai University Library. The descriptive research method was used to study quantitative 

growth in collection. The study also aimed to find out the ratio of library annual budget to the total 

budget of University of Mumbai and the ratio of library registered users to the circulation statistics. 

Data about library budget, university budget, newly added books, library registered users, and 

circulation for the years 2001 to 2011 was collected from the annual reports and library records. 

Findings from the study concluded that quantitative growth in the collection of books does not show 

consistency during the period under study. 

Keywords: Library Collection study, Mumbai University library, library users and circulation 

statistics. 

 

Introduction: 

Libraries are growing organisms. Library grows in terms of collection, users and subsequently 

in services. Financial provisions play an important role towards the growth and development of 

libraries. University libraries receive funds from various sources such as grants allocated from the 

university budget; grants from the UGC; endowments and gifts; fees; fines and miscellaneous sources 

like sale of publications, wastepaper, charges from translation and reprographic services etc, and in 

some cases government funds
1
. Sufficient budgetary provisions help the library to achieve its 

objectives. In India, various commissions and committees were set up for the development of higher 

education which has put forward various recommendations towards the provision of sufficient fund 

for university libraries. In addition, University Grants Commission, from its inception, provides 

financial grants to university libraries under five year plans. As a result, university libraries in India 

have made regular additions in their reading material that has resulted in the growth of users and 

services too. 

About University of Mumbai Library: 

It was in the year 1857 that Mumbai University was established by the British and gained the honors 

of being one of the oldest Universities in India. After two decades, a library building arose, out of the 

generous funds received from the then Merchant Prince of Bombay, Premchand Roychand, in 1878. 
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The ensuring years witnessed a sound foundation of the University Library laid down at the hands of 

the dedicated and full-fledged librarians like Shri. Yashwant Kuntey from 1913 to 1917 and Shri. 

R.V. Sabnis from 1917 to 1935 who built the library collection to worth its name. This tradition was 

further cherished by their successors, Dr. P.M. Joshi, Prf. D.N. Marshall and Dr. B. Anderson. Since 

1913, University Librarian keeping pace with the time, have been rendering effective and efficient 

services, adopting new methods and incorporating innovative practices in administration, each one 

leaving ones lasting impression, contributing towards the growth and development of the Library. 

With the growth in the number of University Departments, the need was felt for developing the 

University Library.  A  Campus Development Committee was formed with Prof. D.N. Marshall as 

one of its member. He proposed and designed Jawaharlal Nehru Library at the Kalina campus, to 

sustain and accommodate future growth of library. The design is unique with optimum use of lighting 

and ventilation.  

Over the years the Mumbai University Library has not only grown horizontally but also 

vertically. Emergence of information and communication technology in libraries has enforced the 

library to amalgamate changes in its collection, services and facilities to meet changing needs and 

expectations of users.  

Being of one of the Oldest University in India, the growth in the collection of Mumbai 

University Library needs to be studied in respect to the financial provision allotted from its parent 

body and growth in the number of users. 

Review of Literature: 

Rose
2
  expects librarians to measure and analyze the growth rate of their collection in terms of 

distribution of collection by subjects, distribution of the collection by format and the rate of 

expenditure and distribution of funds for various categories. He concludes that the use of any item in 

the collection is the most valid measure of that item‟s worth to the library and that the problems of 

collection development must be considered in the context of collection evaluation.  

White
3
 analyzed the growth and development of Delhi University Library in the areas of 

enrollment, book stock, staff and library usage considering the period of two decades from 1947.  

De Fino
4
 discussed a pilot test run at Rutgers University for the collection development and 

technical services. He concluded that required resources were not purchased too often, whereas some 

purchased resources did not circulate, he suggested implementing patron driven selection of e-books 

to maximize library usage.  

Mani and Selvi
5
 studied the development of collection in Madras University library system. 

They observed a decline in the growth rate in the collection of books as well as journals. They found 
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that the amount spent on books was decreased but the amount for journal subscription was increased 

year by year. 

Statement of the problem: 

The present study aims to analyzed the collection development of books and journals in Mumbai 

University Library. 

Objectives: 

1. To trace the quantitative growth in the collection of Mumbai University Library. 

2. To find out the ratio of library annual budget to the total budget of University of Mumbai. 

3. To find out the expenditure on the procurement of books and periodicals and its ratio to the 

Library budget. 

4. To study the ratio of library registered users to the circulation statistics. 

Methodology: 

The study considers quantitative growth of the Library.  A descriptive research design was 

used for the study. The reason aspect for the increase or decrease in the collection is not studied. 

Scope of the study is limited to a decade from 2001-2011.  Data about library budget, university 

budget, newly added books, library registered users, and circulation for the study is collected from 

the Annual Reports of the University of Mumbai using document analysis. The study includes data 

about Rajabai Tower Library, Fort campus and Jawaharlal Nehru library, Kalina campus. The data 

collected was tabulated by using Ms Excel. 

 

Data Analysis: 

1. Growth in the library collection: 

Table 1: Annual addition of books to the library collection. 

Sr. No. Year 
Annual addition of books to the 

library collection 

1 2001-02 4667 

2 2002-03 8157 

3 2003-04 8906 

4 2004-05 8643 

5 2005-06 7288 

6 2006-07 9296 

7 2007-08 8640 

8 2008-09 7936 

9 2009-10 10123 

10 2010-11 6843 
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The data in table 1 represents number of annual additions made in book collection of Mumbai 

University library. It is observed that annual additions in books have positive growth in the start of 

the decade. In the year 2002-2003 & 2003-2004, the addition in the collection is about twice as 

compared to its previous years.  On other hand in the year, 2004-05, 2005-06, 2007-08, 2008-09, & 

2010-11 shows decrease  in the book addition.  A sudden growth in the collection is seen in the year 

2009-2010. The above table shows the inconsistency in the growth in collection of books during the 

period 2001-2011. 

For the development and growth of university libraries in India, University Education Commission 

(1948), also known as Dr. Radhakrishnan Commission suggested library budget as 6.25% of the total 

university budget or Rs.40 per student enrolled to be spend on Library. The Education Commission 

(1964), known as Kothari Commission recommended to allot 6.50% to 10% of the university budget 

for library or Rs.25 per student and Rs.300 per teacher to be spend on library. 

2. Ratio of library annual budget to the total budget of University of Mumbai 

Table 2: Ratio of library budget to the total budget of University of Mumbai. 

Sr. 

No. 
Year 

Total income of 

the University 

(Rs.) 

Budget allocated to  

Library (Rs.) 

Percentage (%) of library 

budget to the University 

budget 

1 2001-02 763725000 9220000 1.21 

2 2002-03 691888000 9800000 1.42 

3 2003-04 840242000 11225000 1.34 

4 2004-05 857778000 13300000 1.55 

5 2005-06 846366000 14925000 1.76 

6 2006-07 960109000 20550000 2.14 

7 2007-08 1145887000 26650000 2.33 

8 2008-09 1284576000 33600000 2.62 

9 2009-10 1499812000 38400000 2.56 

10 2010-11 1560703000 47250000 3.03 

 
Average 1045108600 22492000 1.99 

 

Table 2 shows the amount allocated for the library and its percentage out of total budget of Mumbai 

University. It shows a steady growth in both the budgets, the university and library budget. An 

average of 1.99 % of the total University budget was allocated to the library during the period 2001-

2011. In the year 2010-11, the emphasis was given on Library and accordingly the budget allotted for 

this year shows hike i.e. 3.03%. 

In spite of the growth in the allocation of Budget to the Library, the growth is not as per the 

norms or recommendations done by Radhakrishnan committee-1948 and Kothari Commission– 1964. 
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2.1 Library annual budget and expenditure: 

Table 2.1: Library annual budget and expenditure. 

Sr. 

No. 
Year 

Budget allocated to  

Library 

Budget 

allocated 

to  

Library 

% 

Actual 

Expenditure 

Actual 

Expenditure 

% 

Amount 

Balance 

1 

2001-

02 

9,220,000.00 

(excluding Rs. 

5,344,000.00 

received under UGC 

IXth plan) 100 8,945,000.00 100 275,000.00 

2 

2002-

03 9,800,000.00 106 9,496,000.00 106 304,000.00 

3 

2003-

04 

11,225,000.00 

(excluding Rs. 

2,350,000.00 

received under UGC 

IXth plan) 122 11,205,000.00 125 20,000.00 

4 

2004-

05 13,300,000.00 144 13,275,000.00 148 25,000.00 

5 

2005-

06 14,925,000.00 162 14,705,000.00 164 220,000.00 

6 

2006-

07 20,550,000.00 223 20,550,000.00 230 0.00 

7 

2007-

08 26,650,000.00 289 26,650,000.00 298 0.00 

8 

2008-

09 33,600,000.00 364 32,934,000.00 368 666,000.00 

9 

2009-

10 38,400,000.00 416 37,740,000.00 422 660,000.00 

10 

2010-

11 47,250,000.00 512 46,820,838.00 523 429,162.00 

 

Table 2.1 shows actual budget allocated to Mumbai University library and its expenditure. As 

compare to the base year 2001-02 the library budget and its actual expenditure has grown year by 

year excluding the additional amount received under UGC IX
th

 plan in the year 2001-02 and 2003-04. 

Data show continuous growth up to 512% in the allocation of the library budget and 523% in actual 

expenditure. In the year 2006-07 and 2007-08 budget was fully utilized, however, the amount 

unutilized for past three years is the maximum unspent amount during the period. Table 2 and 2.1 

shows that 1.99% amount allocated to the library out of the total University budget was not fully 

utilized. 
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3. Budget allocation for the procurement of reading material 

Table 3: Library annual Budget allocation for the procurement of reading material. 

Sr

. 

N

o. 

Year 

Amount 

Allocatee

d 

Amount 

Spent on 

books (A) 

% 

(A) 

Amount 

Spent on 

Periodica

ls (B) 

% 

(B

) 

Amount 

Spent  on 

binding, 

stationary, 

electricity 

and 

establishme

nt (C) 

%

 

(

C

) 

Amount 

unspent 

(D) 

%

 

(

D

) 

Total 

perce

ntage  

(A+B

+C+

D) 

1 

2001

-02 

9,220,000

.00 

1,999,000.

00 22 

5,999,000

.00 65 947,000.00 

1

0 

275,000.

00 3 100 

2 

2002

-03 

9,800,000

.00 

2,500,000.

00 26 

6,000,000

.00 61 

1,040,000.0

0 

1

1 

304,000.

00 3 100 

3 

2003

-04 

11,225,00

0.00 

3,000,000.

00 27 

7,000,000

.00 62 

1,205,000.0

0 

1

1 

20,000.0

0 

0.

2 100 

4 

2004

-05 

13,300,00

0.00 

4,000,000.

00 30 

8,000,000

.00 60 

1,300,000.0

0 

1

0 

25,000.0

0 

0.

2 100 

5 

2005

-06 

14,925,00

0.00 

4,500,000.

00 30 

9,000,000

.00 60 

1,205,000.0

0 8 

220,000.

00 1 100 

6 

2006

-07 

20,550,00

0.00 

6,000,000.

00 29 

12,900,00

0.00 63 

1,650,000.0

0 8 - 0 100 

7 

2007

-08 

26,650,00

0.00 

7,000,000.

00 26 

18,000,00

0.00 68 

1,650,000.0

0 6 - 0 100 

8 

2008

-09 

33,600,00

0.00 

9,000,000.

00 27 

22,500,00

0.00 67 

1,434,000.0

0 4 

666,000.

00 2 100 

9 

2009

-10 

38,400,00

0.00 

9,000,000.

00 23 

27,000,00

0.00 70 

1,740,000.0

0 5 

660,000.

00 2 100 

10 

2010

-11 

47,250,00

0.00 

9,000,000.

00 19 

36,000,00

0.00 76 

2,005,422.0

0 4 

429,162.

00 1 100 

Average 26 

 

65 

 

8 

 

1 100 

 

Table 3 indicates that the amount spend on books and periodicals shows a consistent increase 

from year to year in the starting four years, whereas as stagnancy is seen in the year 2004-2005, 

2005-2006 and thereafter there is a decline in the expenditure in the procurement of books and an 

increase in the procurement of periodicals.   The term „books‟ in the Annual report does not bifurcate 

whether the books are in print or non-book media.  As the development in the technology the 

University has taken care of procuring CD‟s and floppies to enable to provide the information 

available in various forms / media. 

Dr. Ranganathan suggested the proportion of expenditure of University library budget as 50% 

of the total amount for staff salaries, 40% for the procurement of books and reading materials and 
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10% on miscellaneous items. Library Committee (1948) recommended a ratio between staff salary 

and book grant as 50:50 
6
. 

Table 3 shows that on an average 26% amount was spent on procurement of books, 65% on 

periodicals and 8% on binding, stationary and establishment from the total budget allotted to the 

library during the period 2001-2011. 

4. Library registration and Lending service users: 

Table 4: Library Registered users and lending service users. 

Year 
Library Registered 

users 

Lending Service 

Users 

Percentage 

% 

2001-02 5643 1221 21.64 

2002-03 5943 1376 23.15 

2003-04 6090 1273 20.90 

2004-05 5064 995 19.65 

2005-06 4641 2747 59.19 

2006-07 4517 1451 32.12 

2007-08 4209 1900 45.14 

2008-09 4430 2425 54.74 

2009-10 4688 2935 62.61 

2010-11 4111 1651 40.16 

Average 37.93 

 

Book lending is the basic service offered by every academic library. The data in table 4 reveals 

the number of registered library users and lending service users. In the year 2004-05 only 19.65% of 

the registered users obtained lending facility whereas in the year 2009-2010, 62.61% users obtained 

lending facility. From the year 2001 till 2004-05 the percentage of lending service users were below 

24%  and from the year 2005-06 it shows an increase. 

4.1.Books used per day: 

Table 5: Per day usage of books. 

Year 

Library 

Registered 

users 

Books & 

Journals Lent 

out (A) 

On Premises 

Reading (B) 

Total 

(A+B) 

No. of 

working 

days 

Books 

used Per 

day 

2001-

02 5643 39276 178807 184450 311 593 

2002-

03 5943 34185 189618 195561 330 593 

2003-

04 6090 30103 156325 162415 333 488 

2004-

05 5064 25540 150646 155710 328 475 
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2005-

06 4641 26233 137264 141905 349 407 

2006-

07 4517 27880 155819 160336 346 463 

2007-

08 4209 25115 89396 93605 343 273 

2008-

09 4430 22273 86850 91280 345 265 

2009-

10 4688 22846 84086 88774 338 263 

2010-

11 4111 21260 64231 68342 335 204 

Average 402 

 

Table 5 shows a consistent decrease in the number of books used per day except in the year 2006-

2007. On an average 402 books per day were used in the Mumbai University library. 

Findings: 

1. A quantitative growth in the collection of books does not show consistency during the period 

2001-2011. 

2. It is found that ratio of library budget to total university budget is almost below to the ratio 

suggested by University Education Commission (1948) and The Education Commission 

(1964). 

3. The Library was allotted on an average only 1.99% amount of the total University budget, it 

was not fully utilized by the library. 

4. There is consistent increase in the amount spent on books and periodicals in the starting four 

years from 2001-02 till 2004-05.  There is a decline in the expenditure in the procurement of 

books and an increase in the procurement of periodicals from the year 2006-07 till 2010-11. 

5. During the period 2001-2011, on an average 402 books were used in the Mumbai University 

Library. 
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