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Abstract 

 

Knowledge sharing is always good and noble; our rich Indian Tradition corroborates this fact 

too. Today, the best way of sharing this knowledge is making it freely accessible online.  

Electronic Thesis and Dissertations (ETDs) is one way of sharing the knowledge amongst the 

Indian academia. It is a kind of an electronic version of thesis or dissertation converted from the 

printed one. It may include audio-visual effects and the old or new documents as well. But the 

Introduction of the ETDs has arose the issues of protection copyright and infringement of the 

same, which may eventually lead to plagiarism and ultimately fail the true very purpose of ETDs 

for which it was introduced i.e., to improve the quality of research in India. This paper discusses 

the issues relating to the copyright infringement of ETDs and consequences of the same. It also 

proposes the plausible solution to curb down the plagiarism activities relating to the content of 

ETDs. It also attempts to highlight the various provisions of Indian Copyright law which protects 

the ETDs from Copyright Infringement and the regulatory framework evolved by the National 

Agencies like UGC etc. 
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Introduction 

 

The development of Electronic thesis and dissertation (ETDs) in India is in a very nascent stage. 

Some educational institutes have launched the ETDs with the help of open archives initiative 

(OPI). ETDs make a huge contribution to the scholarly world. It not only benefits the research 

community but it helps also the person who produces them as submitting and publishing the 

content online making them an author. Institutions that have launched ETDs have just saved the 

precious content from becoming redundant. But this technological development has made the 

plagiarism more convenient and rampant. This digitisation of thesis and dissertation has made 

the protection of copyright difficult. Initially it is a technological problem and hence should be 
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solved by the technology itself such as encryption, which prevent unauthorised copying of the 

material protected. Issues relating to the ownership, protection and access to the content 

available online, need to be deliberated. One of the major problems dealing with the ETDs and 

their copyright infringement is that online content is borderless and copyright law is national in 

nature. Laws of all countries are not alike and an act, which is legal in one country, may be 

illegal in another country. Litigations have to be based on the law of the country where the 

proceedings are initiated. In such a situation, universities will have to decide on choice of law for 

fighting infringement of their copyright material on the Web keeping in view which country‟s 

law suits their interests best when the owner and infringer belong to different countries. 

At the same it is responsibility of the institution to provide the guidance and formulate the 

policies regarding the student‟s copyright issues and fair use of the content available as the 

ETDs. Hence, every step relating to the providing, supporting, and managing an ETD service 

should be consisted of the range of issues represented by copyright. 

 

Meaning of Electronic Thesis and Dissertation (ETDs) 

 

An ETD is an electronic thesis or dissertation document expressed in a form simultaneously 

suitable for machine archives and worldwide retrieval. The document is similar to its paper 

predecessor, but differs in that ETDs provide a technologically advanced medium for expression. 

They may be prepared using nearly any word processor or document preparation system and, if 

desired, the incorporation of relevant multimedia elements. ETDs eliminate the university-wide 

requirement to submit multiple copies on cotton bond paper. ETDs consume virtually no library 

shelf space. In simpler term, ETD is an electronic version of thesis & dissertation that has been 

scanned and converted into PDF in order to make it available online. 

 

Advantages of ETDs 

“As S.Bandra identifies the merits of ETDs
1
: 

 To empower students to convey a richer message through the use of multimedia and 

hypermedia technologies 

                                                           
1
 Digitization of theses: Possible international collaboration-a discussion paper Available: 

http://dspace.mona.uwi.edu/bitstream/123456789/349/1/Digitization%20of%20Theses.brief.pdf 
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 To improve graduate education by allowing students to produce electronic documents, 

use digital libraries and understand issues in publishing; 

 To increase the availability of student research for scholars and preserve it electronically; 

 To lower the cost of submitting and handling theses and dissertations; 

 To empower universities to unlock their information resources; and 

 To advance digital library technology”. 

So far 68 ETDs repositories have been developed in India. The first ETD repository was 

launched in IIT, Mumbai in 1999. As per UGC INFLIBNET programme 157 universities have 

created the database for ETDs repositories and funded as well. 

 

Copyright Law and ETDs in India: 

Indian copyright Act, 1957, deals majorly with the laws relating to the protected works, the 

ownership of copyright and the use of the works protected by copyright regime. The objects of 

copyright protection are referred to as „works‟. Books were the first subject which has got the 

protection under copyright Act, 1957.  Gradually, copyright protection has extended to several 

other artistic and creative expressions. But „Literary work‟ continued to be a major area in which 

educational institutions had a stake. The scope and issues of „literary work‟ that had been a 

controversial term. The Copyright Act, 1957, had a simple inclusive definition of that term to the 

effect that it “includes tables and compilations.”
2
 In the context of educational institutions, this 

had given rise to many questions such as whether research thesis and dissertation books would 

come under the definition of literary work, and could be considered as original literary works 

entitled for protection. In Fateh singh Mehta V. Singhal
3
, the Court held that the research 

theses and dissertations prepared by students come under the class of literary works entitled for 

copyright protection. 

In the same corollary, the next question arose before the court that the research theses are literary 

works and thus entitled for copyright protection as to who would be the owner of the copyright 

                                                           
2
 Section 2(o) before the amendment by Act No 23 of 1983 

3
 AIR 1990 Rajasthan 8. 
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in the same, the student re-searcher or the research guide? It has been held that the copyright 

belongs to the student and not the guide.
4
  

Section 31 of the Copyright Act provides that the Copyright Board can grant licence on 

application for publication in certain cases, such as works withheld from the public, and subject 

to certain conditions.
5
 Payment of a specified royalty is normally prescribed as a condition in 

these cases. While the copyright owner has exclusive right over exploitation of a work, copyright 

laws permit certain uses without any specific authorization of the owner and at no cost. These are 

referred to as fair use provisions.
6
 And such fair use has found a place in section 52 of the 

copyright act, 1957. 

Generally, any use of a copyrighted material needs permission of the owner
7
. But statutory 

exemptions are given for some of the uses by educational institutions. The Copyright Act permits 

a fair dealing with a literary, dramatic, musical or artistic work not being a computer program for 

the purpose of private use including research and criticism or review of that work or another 

work.
8
 Some other statutory exemptions also come handy in case of ETDs for educational 

institutions. These are the exemptions relating to: the performance of a literary, dramatic or 

musical work by an amateur club or society, if the performance is given to a non-paying 

audience, or for the benefit of a religious institution
9
; the reproduction in a newspaper, magazine 

or other periodical of an article on current economic, political, social or religious topics, unless 

the author of such article has expressly reserved to himself the right of such reproduction;
10

 the 

publication in a newspaper, magazine or other periodical of a report of a lecture delivered in 

public;
11

 and the reproduction for the purpose of research or private study, or with a view to 

                                                           
4
 Ibid. 

5
 See Sections 31A, 32 and 32A of the Copyright Act for other cases of compulsory  licences 

6
 The Copyright Act, 1957 puts such uses under Section 52 with the heading „Certain acts not  to be infringement of 

copyright‟ and uses the  expression „fair dealing‟ in Sub-section (1) (a)  therein. In this paper „fair use‟ and „fair 

dealing‟ are used interchangeably to refer to all permitted acts under the copyright law 
7
 The acts, which come under the ambit of copyright, are specified in Section 14 of the Copyright Act, 1957. While 

they vary from one of work to another, generally comprise reproduction including storing in any medium by 

electronic means, issuing copies, communication to the public, public performance, translation, and adaptation. In 

the case of computer programmes, cinematograph films and sound recordings sale and commercial renting are also 

part of copyright 
8
 Section 52(1)(a) of the Copyright Act, 1957 

9
 Section 52(1)(m), ibid 

10
 Section 52(1)(n) ibid 

11
 Section 52 (1)(p) 
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publication, of an unpublished literary, dramatic or musical works kept in a library, museum or 

other institution
12

.  

Thus, it can be safely said that ETDs and the protection for the same does not expressly 

mentioned in the Indian copyright Act, 1957. But it can get the protection under the literary work 

and protection available to other scholarly works. Hence it has become necessary to look out 

other policy framework by the national authorities responsible for the development of ETDs in 

India.  

UGC and the development of ETDs in India: 

“UGC (Submission of Metadata and Full-text of Doctoral Theses in Electronic Format) 

Regulations, 2005” aims to evolve the mechanism of improve the quality, accessibility and 

availability of Indian theses and to implement uniform standards for creating metadata of 

doctoral theses and a system for collecting and collating  this standardized data. This regulation 

has proposed two actions: 

1) Indian National Theses Database (INTED): Indian National Theses Database (INTED) is 

an online centralized bibliographic database, where online submission of metadata sets of 

a PhD thesis is made mandatory when the researcher finally submits his/her PhD thesis to 

the Research Cell of a university. The PhD supervisor verifies and validates the metadata 

of submitting PhD thesis. The INTED will be freely accessible worldwide and will have 

simple and advanced search interfaces. Hence, bibliographic control of all recent PhD 

theses is assured. Although this online database will be accessible free of charge, its CD-

ROM version will be made available at a price. 

2) Submission of PhD thesis in electronic form: The researcher will submit his/her PhD 

thesis in an appropriate electronic format, alongside hard copies of his/ her thesis. The 

UGC Regulations also suggest a specific content structure of electronic thesis, which is 

derived from the best practices of international ETD sites. The submitted electronic copy 

of the doctoral thesis will be stored in the respected University‟s ETD repository or 

institutional repository. The ETD repository or institutional repository should be OAI-

PMH compliant, so that metadata harvesting services can collect metadata of each 

                                                           
12

 See Section 52 (aa), (ab) (ac) and (ad) ibid 
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submitted/ awarded doctoral thesis. The administrator of the ETD   will also check the 

quality of metadata information. The university will set up committees to formulate 

copyright and IPR policies, access policy, plagiarism monitoring policy, and other norms 

related to ETD repository. The access to ETD database can be allowed any of the 

following: worldwide open access, campus-only access, temporary restricted access, and 

mixed access (partially open). The ETD may contain textual data along with images, 

audio objects, video objects, animation objects, spatial objects and other kind of 

multimedia objects. The ETD can be navigated non-linearly. Thus, hard copy of a thesis 

document has less number of functionalities than electronic copy of a thesis.  The 

proposed ETD repositories in universities will be developed using latest versions of IR 

software and will adopt latest versions of metadata schema to handle the advanced 

features of ETD.” 

UGC Regulations 2009: 

In 2009, UGC has given one more regulation in context to “Minimum Standards and Procedure 

for awards of M. Phil / Ph.D.” Under Clause 19, the regulation provides guidelines for creation 

for Depository with UGC. The Clause 19 is reproduced as it is below. 

“Following the successful completion of the evaluation process and announcement of the award 

of M.Phil/Ph.D., the university shall submit a soft copy of the M.Phil / Ph.D. thesis to the UGC 

within a period of thirty days, for hosting the same in INFLIBNET, accessible to all institutions / 

universities”. 

Recommendations of National Knowledge Commission: 

The National Knowledge Commission of India (NKC), constituted on 13
th

 June 2005, is a high 

level advisory body to the Prime Minister of India, with a mandate to guide policy and direct 

reforms. NKC‟s overarching aim is to transform India into a vibrant knowledge-based society. In 

its first annual report entitled „Report to the Nation 2006‟, NKC published its first set of 

recommendations to the PM of India (NKC, 2006). If implemented, these recommendations will 

have far reaching implications in the knowledge creation and dissemination cycle. NKC strongly 

advocates open access to public-funded research literature. The theses and dissertations produced 
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by state sponsored researchers would then make accessible through open access channels, such 

as, ETD repositories or institutional repositories. NKC also recommends expansion of Indian 

higher education system through establishment of new universities, including 50 national 

universities, totaling about 1500 universities across the country, which is about 3 times addition 

to existing system. This expansion would enable India to attain a gross enrolment ratio of higher 

education at least 15 per cent by 2015. This kind of phenomenon expansion requires a huge pool 

of qualified teaching and research staff, equipped with research degrees, to maintain a minimum 

standard of teaching and research. Similarly, present university system should also take proper 

measures to attract meritorious research students for future requirements and disseminate their 

research papers, theses and dissertations by establishing ETD/institutional repositories. More 

recently in November, 2008, the National Knowledge Commission has in its report on „More 

Quality Ph.Ds‟ has recommended to the Prime Minister of India that, “Ph.D thesis should be 

uploaded on the Internet, preferably on the proposed National Research Portal. In any event, 

open and free access to research output in archives and other digital media resources should be 

made mandatory”. Also the same Commission in its report „Libraries: A road map for 

revitalization‟ strongly recommended that , libraries should offer new services by creating” 

institutional repositories of research articles, reports, institutional publications and Electronic 

Theses and Dissertations ( ETD)” and to support these services the Commission further 

recommends that “ all academic institutions must set up institutional repositories of ETD. This 

should be made mandatory for accreditation. Such repositories should offer open access” 

(National Knowledge Commission). 110 Journal of Library and Information Sciences, Vol. 2(1), 

March 2014. With this kind of initiatives and policy directions from the national bodies, ETD 

work in India will gain a momentum and facilitate wider access to Indian research. (NKC, 2008). 

Shodhganga-INFLIBNET Centre: 

Information and Library Network (INFLIBNET) Centre is an Autonomous Inter-University 

Centre (IUC) of University Grants Commission (UGC).It is involved in creating infrastructure 

for sharing of library and information resources and services among Academic and Research 

Institutions .It is providing a platform for research students, universities to deposit their theses 

through „Shodhganga „ project . 157 Universities have signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
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(MoU) with INFLIBNET. Universities can also get funds from UGC for setting up Institutional 

and ETD repositories. 

Conclusion: 

Every technology has its own pros and cons. ETDs and its progress is a boon and advent brings 

some problems too. Technology should not be blamed always for not bringing the solution. 

Certain policy formulation and deliberation are required for keeping the pace with development 

of ETDS and make suitable amendments in the copyright Act, 1957. Every educational institute 

in India need to have its own copyright policy with an objective to protect the copyright of the 

author and promote research by giving incentives. Hence, the ETDs become easily accessible to 

everyone. It is equally required by these institutions that the examination of the current 

legislations regarding their insufficiency for ETDs, contracts with the students and the users of 

ETDs should be materialised and suggest some amendments as a plausible solutions for the 

development of ETDs. Hence, it eventually led to the achievement of the ultimate goal of any 

educational institute of imparting knowledge vis-a-vis ensuring the balance between the author‟s 

rights with the social interest by giving them proper public access. 


