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Abstract 

From agricultural era to industrial era information was the key concept for the growth of 

mankind at the back end. Present age itself is the information era which is information 

communication and technology based. It demands right information at the right time in the right 

format.  Libraries being an information centers are expected to play a predominant role. India as 

a developing country has witnessed for the changes adopted by Indian libraries in collection 

development or acquisition of knowledge. The present study is an attempt to describe the 

initiatives or projects undertaken in support of making and developing the digital libraries in 

India. 
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1. Introduction  

 The ICT and its technology tools have played a significant role in our ability to keep up 

with the changing needs of library users. Technological advances in the past several years have 

enabled libraries to create new services that before were not possible, such as virtual reference, 

personalized OPAC interfaces, or downloadable media that library users can use in the comfort 

of their own homes. This increase in available technologies gives libraries the ability to offer 

improved, users-driven facilities and service opportunities. It can be done electronically, such as 

through the personalization of library web pages, or physically through new service options such 

as allowing users to call unrehearsed book talks or discussion groups. Such collaborative efforts 
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mailto:kannada_3044@yahoo.co.in


526 
International Research: Journal of Library & Information Science | Vol.7 No.3, Sep., 2017 

 

require librarians to develop a more intensive routine of soliciting user’s response and regularly 

evaluating and innovative services.  

2. Origin and Evaluation of Digital libraries 

The term digital library in print may was first use of in 1988 at report to the Corporation for 

National Research Initiatives and the term was popularized by the National Science Foundation 

NSF, Advanced Research Projects Agency Network (ARPANET) and National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration (NASA) Digital Libraries Initiative in 1994. 

Gurram Sujatha, (2008) had mentioned the any large libraries in all over the world started 

digitizing their materials in early 1990s. In 1992 Cornell University formed the digital access 

coalition to explore the use of digital imagery which is now taken up by the Cornell Institute of 

digital collection.  In 1992, the Yale University Open Book Project has converted its micro 

filmed volumes of 19th & 20th century books into digital format.  

The concept of digital libraries in India began in the mid 1990s with the spread of 

information technology, the internet and the support of the Central Government. In 1996, this 

concept was recognized during the Conference on Digital Libraries organized by the Society of 

Information Science at Bangalore. Though a few libraries have made attempts earlier in this 

direction, the digital library initiative in India is still at budding stage.  

 William Arms defines “Digital library is an informal definition of a digital library is a 

managed collection of information, with associated services; where the information is stored in 

digital formats and accessible over a network. A crucial part of this definition is that the 

information is managed. A stream-of data sent to earth from a satellite is not a library. The same 

data, when organized systematically, becomes a digital library collection”. Then later the concept 

of hybrid libraries comes exists, which refers to Hybrid library define users seem to agree that it 

is where traditional resources and electronic resources are brought together to work in an 

integrated way.  It is the ultimate aim of the Hybrid Library is to give the user seamless access to 

the most appropriate resource whatever the medium, whether it's print, sound, digital, etc. The 

virtual libraries ‘a library with little or no physical presence of books, periodicals, reading space, 

or support staff, but one that disseminates selective information directly to distributed library 
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users, usually electronically’. Later camas to existents the concept of web technologies, its 

includes Library 2.0 and Web 2.0,  the term Web 2.0 is closely associated with Tim O'Reilly 

because of the O'Reilly Media Web 2.0 conference in 2004.  

 

Digital Library development milestone in Asian context 

1994  NSF Digital Library Initiative Phase 1 (DLI-1) 

 The First Annual Conference on the Theory and Practice of Digital Libraries, 

College Station, Texas 

1995  First IEEE Advances in Digital Libraries Conference, McClean, Virginia 

1996  First ACM Conference on Digital Libraries, Bethesda, Maryland 

1997  First European Conference on Research and Advanced Technology for Digital 

Libraries (ECDL), Pisa, Italy 

1998  The First International Conference on Asian Digital Libraries (ICADL 1998), 

Hong Kong, China 

1999  President’s Information Technology Advisory Committee (PITAC) Report 

 NSF Digital Library Initiative Phase 2 (DLI-2) 

 Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) Program 

 NSF National Science, Mathematics, Engineering, and Technology Digital 

Library (NSDL) Program 

 ICADL 1999, Taipei, Taiwan 

2000  ICADL 2000, Seoul, Korea 

2001  ICADL 2001, Bangalore, India 

 First ACM/IEEE-CS Joint Conference on Digital Libraries (JCDL 2001), 

Roanoke, Virginia 

2002  ICADL 2002, Singapore 

 JCDL 2002, Portland, Oregon 

 China DL Conference, Beijing, China 

2003  ICADL 2003, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

 JCDL 2003, Houston, Texas 
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2004  JCDL 2004, Tucson, Arizona 

 International Conference on Digital Library, New Delhi, India 

 ICADL 2004, Shanghai, China 

2005  JCDL 2005, Denver, Colorado 

 ICADL 2005, Bangkok, Thailand 

Source:  http://www.icadl.org/programs.htm 

 

3.  Background of Digital Libraries in India  

 National Mission on Libraries: The purpose of National Virtual Library of India is to 

facilitate a comprehensive database on digital resources on information about India and on 

information generated in India, in an open access environment. The setting up on NML 

Model Libraries would develop 6 Libraries under Ministry of Culture, 35 State Central 

Libraries and 35 District Libraries with particular emphasis on economically backward 

districts, as model Libraries. In addition, 629 district libraries across the states would be 

provided network connectivity. http://www.nmlindia.nic.in/  

 Digital India: The Digital India programme is a flagship programme of the Government of 

India with a vision to transform India into a digitally empowered society and knowledge 

economy. Introduction-quote E-governance initiatives in India took a broader dimension in 

the mid-1990s for wider sectoral applications with emphasis on citizen-centric services. 

The major ICT initiatives of the Government included, inter alia, some major projects such 

as railway computerization, land record computerization, etc. which focused mainly on the 

development of information systems. Later on, many states started ambitious individual e-

governance projects aimed at providing electronic services to citizens. 

http://digitalindia.gov.in/  

 

4. Types of Digital Library Initiatives 

3.1. Digital Libraries and Projects in India  

a) C-DAC-Digital Library Projects: This is the first initiative of its kind in Asia and it will 

digitize 200 rare paintings of Rabindranath Tagore and Amrita Shergill from the National 

http://www.icadl.org/programs.htm
http://www.nmlindia.nic.in/
http://digitalindia.gov.in/
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Gallery of Modern Arts (NGMA). It is a mission to create a portal for the Digital Library of 

India which will foster creativity and free access to all human knowledge. As a first step in 

realizing this mission, it is proposed to create the Digital Library with a free-to-read, 

searchable collection of one million books, predominantly in Indian languages, available to 

everyone over the Internet and participating libraries are follow  

 Mega Centre for Digital Library 

 Mobile Digital Library : Dware Dware Gyan Sampada  

 Digital Library at President’s House 

 Digital Library at Nagari Pracharini Sabha Varanasi 

 Digital Library at Uttaranchal 

 GyanNidhi : Multilingual Parallel Corpus in Indian Languages 

 Digital Library at Gujrat Vidyapeeth ,Ahmedabad  

b) Digital Library of India (DLI): is the biggest national level digital library initiative in 

India. Initiated by Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore with the support of Ministry of 

Communications and Information Technology, Government of India. The First Citizen of 

India, His Excellency Dr APJ Abdul Kalam, then president, who himself is one of the 

contributors to this vision, has personally taken a keen interest in making the Rashtrapathi 

Bhavan one of the major centres of the DLI. http://www.dli.ernet.in/ (Accessed on 

21.08.2017). 

c) National Science Digital Library (NSDL): The National Science Digital Library provides 

high quality online educational resources for teaching and learning, with current emphasis 

on the sciences, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) disciplines—both 

formal and informal, institutional and individual, in local, state, national, and international 

educational settings. The NSDL collection contains structured descriptive information 

(metadata) about web-based educational resources held on other sites by their providers. 

These providers have contribute this metadata to NSDL for organized search and open 

access to educational resources via this website and its services.  

https://nsdl.oercommons.org/ (Accessed on 21.08.2017). 

http://www.dli.ernet.in/
https://nsdl.oercommons.org/
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d) National Digital Library of India (NDL India): Ministry of Human Resource 

Development under its National Mission on Education through Information and 

Communication Technology has initiated the National Digital Library of India (NDL India) 

pilot project to develop a framework of virtual repository of learning resources with a 

single-window search facility. It is being arranged to provide support for all academic levels 

including researchers and life-long learners, all disciplines, all popular form of access 

devices and differently-abled learners. It is being developed to help students to prepare for 

entrance and competitive examination, to enable people to learn and prepare from best 

practices from all over the world and to facilitate researchers to perform inter-linked 

exploration from multiple sources. The pilot project is devising a framework that is being 

scaled up with respect to content volume and diversity to serve all levels and disciplines of 

learners. It is being developed at IIT Kharagpur. https://ndl.iitkgp.ac.in/ (Accessed on 

21.08.2017) 

e) Traditional Knowledge Digital Library (TKDL): TKDL was imitative in 2001 as 

collaborative project of the National Institute of Science Communication and Information 

Resources (NISCAIR), the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), Ministry 

of Science & Technology (MST), Department of AYUSH, & the Ministry of Health and 

Family Welfare, which this is being implemented at NISCAIR, with aim of  documenting 

the traditional knowledge available in public domain in the form of existing literature 

related to Ayurveda, Unani, Siddha and Yoga, in digitized format in five international 

languages which are English, German, French, Japanese and Spanish. 

http://www.tkdl.res.in/ (Accessed on 21.08.2017) 

f) Vigyan Prasar Digital Library: Digital Library collection contains digitized version of all 

significant scientific works that are being published by Vigyan Prasar. Most of the books are 

being made freely available here so as to spread the knowledge. http://vigyanprasar.gov.in/ 

(Accessed on 21.08.2017) 

g) Digital Library Initiative at National Library of India: The National Library of India has 

initiated in late 1990s a digitization programme, known as 'Down the Memory Lane', to 

digitize rare books, manuscripts and other resources from its collection. The English books 

https://ndl.iitkgp.ac.in/
http://www.tkdl.res.in/
http://vigyanprasar.gov.in/
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that were published prior to 1900 and Indian books published before 1920 were taken into 

consideration. http://www.nationallibrary.gov.in/ (Accessed on 21.08.2017) 

h) Swayam Project: enunciates on applications and services offered by digital library and its 

relationship with the semantic web. It delves into the process of planning, implementation, 

marketing, promotion and evaluation of digital libraries. Learners would have insights into 

various aspects of digital rights and access management and its applications in digital 

libraries.  The course also elaborates on examples of open access digital libraries and 

backend technologies used and it elaborates on case studies on setting-up digital library 

using open source institutional repository software, i.e. Eprints, DSpace and GSDL. 

https://swayam.gov.in/course/227-digital-libraries (Accessed on 21.08.2017) 

i) D'source (e-Kalpa): The digital design resource database will make information available to 

more number of people located in different places as well as enabling the access of this 

information at different times. This project on 'Creating Digital-learning Environment for 

Design' also called 'e-kalpa' is sponsored by the Ministry of Human Resources, Government 

of India as part of the National Mission in Education through Information and 

Communication Technology. http://www.dsource.in/ (Accessed on 21.08.2017) 

j) Indian Parliament Library: This library serves members of Parliament and officers and 

staff of Lok Sabha Secretariat. Large databases were initially developed by the computer 

centre. The data are stored and available now in PARLIS (Parliament Library Information 

System). http://164.100.47.134/plibrary/Home.htm# (Accessed on 21.08.2017) 

k) Indira Gandhi Memorial Library, University of Hyderabad: IGML is the first fully 

automated library in India, it was the first to begin a digital library program. Since 2002 the 

library has digitized around 250,000 pages, primarily theses and dissertations, as well as 300 

books in English and Indian languages. The library has access to about 170,000 electronic 

journals.  http://igmlnet.uohyd.ernet.in:8000/ (Accessed on 21.08.2017) 

l) Panjab Digital Library (PDL): the mission of PD Library is to collect, digitize, preserve 

make accessible the accumulated wisdom of the Panjab region, without distinction as to 

http://www.nationallibrary.gov.in/
https://swayam.gov.in/course/227-digital-libraries
http://www.dsource.in/
http://164.100.47.134/plibrary/Home.htm
http://igmlnet.uohyd.ernet.in:8000/
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script, language, religion, nationality, or other physical condition. 

http://www.panjabdigilib.org/ (Accessed on 21.08.2017) 

 

3.2. DL-Consortium in India  

A library consortium is a group of libraries who partner to coordinate activities, collect, 

preserve and collaboration on shared goals often enable libraries to deliver higher quality 

services than they would be able to deliver on their own. It has offer significant advantages to 

increasingly strapped libraries. Evans, G.E  & others (2012) Also, a single libraries collection 

will greatly increase much faster than staying solitary. Additionally, the creation and utilization 

of inter-library cooperation has the ability to greatly improve communication and relationships 

across vast fields and can encourage cross-discipline cooperation as well as collaborations. 

In the late 1980s the first US state-wide consortium OhioLink–was established. It received 

widespread attention as they were able to obtain additional state funding for their cooperation. In 

India: The first limited purpose and successful, consortia-like model can be traced to Tata 

Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR) in 2000, which used the consortia model offered by 

Springer for multi-site licensing and cross sharing of content among all the libraries falling under 

TIFR’s affiliation. 

a) e-ShodhSindhu Consortium:  the MHRD has formed e-ShodhSindhu merging three 

consortia initiatives, namely UGC-INFONET Digital Library Consortium, NLIST and 

INDEST-AICTE Consortium. The e-ShodhSindhu will continue to provide current as well 

as archival access to more than 15,000 core and peer-reviewed journals and a number of 

bibliographic, citation and factual databases in different disciplines from a large number of 

publishers and aggregators to its member institutions including centrally-funded technical 

institutions, universities and colleges. https://www.inflibnet.ac.in/ess/index.php  (Accessed 

on 21.08.2017) 

b) National Medical Library’s Electronic Resources in Medicine (ERMED) Consortium: 

Managed by National Medical Library, New Delhi, India. An initiative of Directorate 

General of Health Services (DGHS), Ministry of Health & Family Welfare (MOH & FW), 

http://www.panjabdigilib.org/
https://www.inflibnet.ac.in/ess/index.php
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Government of India to develop nationwide electronic information resources in the field of 

medicine for delivering effective health care.  http://www.ermed.in/Default.aspx  

(Accessed on 21.08.2017) 

c) CSIR E-Journal Consortium:  It has funded by the Dept. of Scientific and Industrial 

Research (DSIR) and Administered by the NISCAIR, New Delhi.  It has 40 national 

laboratories carrying out R & D work in the areas of Engineering, Biological, Chemical, 

Physical, Environmental and Information Sciences. The CSIR e-Journals consortium has 

envisaged providing accessibility to > 4500 electronic journals published by leading 

publishers and learned societies. http://bose.res.in/~library/CSIR-DST_ejournals.html  

(Accessed on 21.08.2017) 

d) DAE Consortium: It has funded by the Dept. of Atomic Energy (DAE) & administered by 

the BARC, Mumbai, DAE-C services is restricted to 36 DAE institutions including BARC 

and TIFR and the UGC-DAE- Consortium for Scientific Research is an autonomous 

institute of university grants commission (UGC), which provides specialized training and 

advanced characterization facilities for university researchers and also making facilities of 

DAE accessible to them and It has agreement with 4 publishes and giving accessible more 

then 2000 e-journals. http://www.csr.res.in/ (Accessed on 21.08.2017) 

e) FORSA  library Consortium: The Forum for Resource Sharing in Astronomy & 

Astrophysics (FORSA), it was came into existence in the year 1982, uurrently FORSA has 

12 members and it made agreement with 4 publishers (including Springer, Nature, IoP, 

etc.).  

f) The National Knowledge Resource Consortium (NKRC):  It was established in year 

2009, is a network of libraries and information centres of 39 CSIR and 24 DST institutes.  

It give facilitates access to more than 5,000+ e-journals of all major publishers, patents, 

standards, citation and bibliographic databases. http://nkrc.niscair.res.in/ (Accessed on 

21.08.2017) 

g) Industrial Credit and Investment Corporation of India (ICICI) Knowledge Park: The 

Knowledge Park at Hyderabad has signed an agreement with Informatics India Ltd provide 

access to J-Gate Custom Contents for Consortia service to four Hyderabad based and one 

Pune based R & D Institutions. Initially this service is free for the members with the 

http://www.ermed.in/Default.aspx
http://bose.res.in/~library/CSIR-DST_ejournals.html
http://www.csr.res.in/
http://nkrc.niscair.res.in/


534 
International Research: Journal of Library & Information Science | Vol.7 No.3, Sep., 2017 

 

objective of making it self-sustaining in the later stage. http://www.ikpknowledgepark.com/  

(Accessed on 21.08.2017) 

h) ICMR e-Consortia: as part of modernization the Indian Council of Medical Research has 

under taken many new initiatives like subscribing to JCC@ICMR and Full Text Electronic 

Databases i.e. ProQuest. ICMR has identified five core bio-medical journals and subscribes 

for e-version in consortia mode to all ICMR institutes. These include Lancet, Science, 

BMJ, NEJM, and Nature. This e-journal consortia will be beneficial for cross sharing of 

information among the ICMR Institutes. http://icmr.nic.in/icmrnews/e_consortia.htm 

(Accessed on 21.08.2017) 

i) HELINET: Health Science Library & Information Network Consortium is first of its kind 

in the country when it was started in the field of health sciences information network in the 

year 2002. More than About 600+ core international e-journals, 2000+ e-books, 1500+ 

videos and databases are being subscribed/ procured and provided to students and faculties 

and research scholars pursuing their studies in various faculties of health sciences of all the 

respective affiliated colleges under RGUHS.  http://34.193.94.167/rguhs/ (Accessed on 

21.08.2017) 

j) IIM’s Consortia: The Six Indian Institutes of Management have formed a consortium and 

jointly approached the publishers of e-journals and databases in the area of Management, 

Social Behavioral Science source.  They have been giving IP enabled access to e-journals. 

Well renowned publishers like Elsevier (247 titles), Blackwell (268 titles), Kluwer (33 

titles), Wiley (3 titles) provide their resources online to the members of the IIM 

Consortium.  Apart from 25 titles free against print subscription, 2,300 titles as a part of 

EBSCO databases and 800 titles as part of ABI Inform database have been made available 

to users of IIM libraries electronically. http://www.iimsworld.in/consort.htm (Accessed on 

21.08.2017) 

k) Consortium for E-Resources in Agriculture (CeRA): was established Indian Council of 

Agricultural Research (ICAR) in November 2007 for facilitating  accessibility of scientific 

journals to all researchers /teachers in the National Agricultural Research  System by 

providing access to information specially  access to journals online which is crucial for 

http://www.ikpknowledgepark.com/
http://icmr.nic.in/icmrnews/e_consortia.htm
http://34.193.94.167/rguhs/
http://www.iimsworld.in/consort.htm
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having  excellence in research and teaching. http://cera.iari.res.in/ (Accessed on 

21.08.2017) 

l) DBT e-Library Consortium (DeLCON): the unique Electronic Journal Consortium (EJC) 

which is operational since January 2009. Currently the Consortium includes 16 DBT 

Institutions and 18 North Eastern Region (NER) Institutions. The Biotechnology Industry 

Research Assistance Council (BIRAC), New Delhi is also part of DeLCON. 926 selective 

Journals and a Database (SCOPUS) are accessible by the DeLCON Consortium Members 

through the DeLCON Portal http://delcon.gov.in (Accessed on 21.08.2017) 

m) MCIT Library Consortium: is a brilliant initiative by the Ministry of Communications 

and Information Technology to create a Digital/Electronic library with a mission of 

resource sharing and networking within the MCIT libraries. It also intends to provide 

electronic services to the users of the libraries thereby creating a model for Government of 

India libraries networking. http://mcitconsortium.nic.in/  (Accessed on 21.08.2017) 

 

3.3. DL-Institutional repositories (IR’s)  

IR – is IT tool to collect, preserving and dissemination of scattered (documentary, Non-

documentary) information to kept for access through single (IR) platform 

 Present IR’s World 

 As per Registry of Open Access Repositories (ROAR: http://roar.eprints.org/), there are 

(4508) repositories across the World. ( as on 31st July 2017) 

 As per Open Directory of Open Access Repositories (OpenDOAR: 

http://www.opendoar.org/) there are (3377) repositories in across the World. (as on 31st July 

2017) 

 Highest Repositories (806) implemented in United States as per ROAR information) (as on 

31st July 2017) 

 Highest Repositories (496) implemented in as per (OpenDOAR information) (as on 31st 

July 2017). 

 

 

http://cera.iari.res.in/
http://delcon.gov.in/
http://mcitconsortium.nic.in/
http://roar.eprints.org/
http://www.opendoar.org/
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 Present IR’s India 

 As per Registry of Open Access Repositories (ROAR: http://roar.eprints.org/), there are 

(120) repositories in India. (as on 31st July 2017) 

 As per Open Directory of Open Access Repositories (OpenDOAR: 

http://www.opendoar.org/), there are (77) repositories in India. (as on 31st July 2017) 

 India stands second in Asia after Japan (227). (ROAR) (as on 31st July 2017) 

 India stands third after Japan (211) and Taiwan (60). (OpenDOAR) (as on 31st July 

2017) 

3.4. DL-Theses & Dissertations (ETd’s) in India 

The UGC Notification (Minimum Standards & Procedure for Award of M.Phil/ Ph.D 

Degree, Regulation, 2009) dated 1st June 2009 mandates submission of electronic version of 

theses and dissertations by the researchers in universities with an aim to facilitate open access to 

Indian theses and dissertations to the academic community world-wide.  This would overcome 

serious problem of duplication of research and poor quality resulting from the "poor visibility" 

and the "unseen" factor in research output. 

a) Shodhganga: As per the UGC Regulation, the responsibility of hosting, maintaining and 

making the digital repository of Indian Electronic Theses and Dissertation (called 

"Shodhganga" & ShodhGangotri), accessible to all institutions and universities, is assigned 

to the INFLIBNET Centre http://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/ (Accessed on 21.08.2017) 

b) ShodhGangotri (Repository of Indian Research in Progress): it was initiated by 

INFLIBNET Centre, presently it has details of more than 1713 research in-process are 

available for public access. http://shodhgangotri.inflibnet.ac.in/ (Accessed on 21.08.2017). 

c) ETD@ IISc-Bangalore: presently it has more than 2574  e-theses available but restricted 

public access. http://etd.ncsi.iisc.ernet.in/ (Accessed on 21.08.2017) 

d) ETD@IIT Delhi: presently it has more than 6536 e-theses and 2105 publication records 

available for public access. http://eprint.iitd.ac.in/ (Accessed on 21.08.2017) 

http://roar.eprints.org/
http://www.opendoar.org/
http://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/
http://shodhgangotri.inflibnet.ac.in/
http://etd.ncsi.iisc.ernet.in/
http://eprint.iitd.ac.in/
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e) Saurashtra University Research Archive [SURA]: is a project of the Central Library of 

Saurashtra University. Present 1063 e-theses available at 

http://etheses.saurashtrauniversity.edu/  (Accessed on 21.08.2017) 

f) ETD@Mahatma Gandhi University (MGU): presently it has more than 2403 e-theses 

available for public access. http://mgutheses.org (Accessed on 21.08.2017) 

3.5. DL-Institutional e-Archives  

a) Archives of Indian Labour (AIL): is a multimedia digital library initiated by the V. V. 

Giri National Labour Institute (VVGNLI) and Association of Indian Labour Historians 

(AILH). It has very unique collection of documents of Indian labour movements that 

include reports, photographs, and oral testimonials. http://www.indialabourarchives.org/ 

(Accessed on 21.08.2017) 

b) National Archives of India: is the repository of the non-current records of the 

Government of India and is holding them in trust for the use of administrators and scholars. 

It is an Attached Office of the Ministry of Culture. It was set up in March 1891 in Calcutta 

(Kolkata) as the Imperial Record Department and subsequent to the transfer of the National 

Capital from Calcutta to New Delhi in 1911 it was shifted to its present building in 1926. 

http://nationalarchives.nic.in/ (Accessed on 21.08.2017) 

3.6. DL-Books (out of copyright) in India 

a) “Million book project’: it was initiated by the National Science Foundation, USA at 

Carnegie University in USA in collaboration with the Indian Institute of Science, 

Bangalore as his Indian partner and  a number of UDL partners in China, and Egypt to 

mass digitize human knowledge by capturing all books in digital format and make them 

freely available over the internet. The Universal Digital Library has a particular focus on 

digitizing (and storing safely) rare and unique books from around the world. By 2005 

almost one million books have been digitized in India alone. http://www.ulib.org/ 

(Accessed on 21.08.2017) 

http://etheses.saurashtrauniversity.edu/
http://mgutheses.org/
http://www.indialabourarchives.org/
http://nationalarchives.nic.in/
http://www.ulib.org/
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b) National Library-India: has undertaken digitization of often used books and documents 

such as East India Co. records, diaries etc. as well as MSS on paper and palm leaves. 

http://www.nationallibrary.gov.in/ (Accessed on 21.08.2017) 

3.7. DL-Art and Manuscripts in India 

 India has the largest collection of manuscripts in the world (5 million approximately). India 

is the repository of an astounding wealth of ancient knowledge belonging to different periods of 

history, going back to thousands of years. Most of this knowledge belonging to different areas of 

intellectual activity such as religion, philosophy, science, arts and literature is preserved in the 

form of manuscripts. Composed in different Indian languages and scripts, they are preserved in 

materials such as birch bark, palm leaf, cloth, wood, stone and paper. National Manuscript 

Mission was launched five-year programme in Feb., 2003 by the Ministry of Human Resource 

Development, Govt. of India to get all the manuscripts and conserve them. 

a) Kritisampada: National Database of Manuscripts: was established in February 2003, by 

the Ministry of Tourism and Culture, Government of India. . India possesses an estimate of 

five million manuscripts, probably the largest collection in the world. An ambitious project 

in its programme and mandate, the Mission seeks to unearth and preserve the vast 

manuscript wealth of India.  http://www.namami.org/  (Accessed on 21.08.2017) 

b) Digitization of Manuscripts of   the National Library of India: it has collected and 

preserve, Persian: 955, Urdu: 21, Bengali 162, English 255, Hindi 5, Tamil 370, Sanskrit 

790 manuscripts at NLK.  

c) Kalasampada: Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA) has taken up the 

Kalasampada Digital Library - Resource for Indian Cultural Heritage (DL-RICH) project, 

which is sponsored by the Ministry of Communication and Information Technology 

(MCIT). Kalasampada will facilitate access for students, scholars, artists, and the research 

and scientific community. The materials include several hundred thousand manuscripts, 

more than one hundred thousand slides, thousands of rare books, photographs, audio, and 

video. http://www.ignca.nic.in/dlrich.html (Accessed on 21.08.2017) 

d) Khuda Bakhsh Oriental Public Library:  The library has been funded by the Ministry of 

Culture (Govt. of India) the library a unique repository of about 21000 Oriental 

http://www.nationallibrary.gov.in/
http://www.namami.org/
http://www.ignca.nic.in/dlrich.html
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manuscripts and 2.5 lakh printed books. Though founded earlier, it was opened for public 

in October, 1891 by the illustrious son of Bihar Khan Bahadur Khuda Bakhsh with 4,000 

manuscripts, of which he inherited 1,400 from his father Maulvi Mohammed Bakhsh. 

http://kblibrary.bih.nic.in/   (Accessed on 21.08.2017) 

e) Muktabodha: The Muktabodha was established in 1997 at the request of Gurumayi 

Chidvilasananda. The “Muktabodha Indological Research Institute” was launched with 

help of United States and an independent educational trust in India. The mission is to 

preserve rare Sanskrit manuscripts and texts in multiple digital formats and made it 

worldwide accessible for their study purpose. Currently it has texts from the Kashmir 

Shaivism, Tantra  Shastra, Kaula-Trika, Saiva-Siddhanta, Virashaiva, Pancaratra, Shree 

Vidya, Shakta and Natha Yoga  schools.. http://www.muktabodha.org/ (Accessed on 

21.08.2017). 

f) National Gallery of Modern Art, Delhi: was initiative by Department of Culture, 

Government of India in 1954 operating with two branches Mumbai and Bangaluru with 

aimed to acquire and preserve works of art from 1857 onwards. It has repository of the 

cultural ethos of the country and showcases the changing art forms through the passage of 

the last hundred and fifty years starting from about 1857 in the field of Visual and Plastic 

arts. http://ngmaindia.gov.in/ (Accessed on 21.08.2017) 

g) Rampur Raza Library, Rampur: was founded by Nawab Faizullah Khan in 1774. It is 

one of the world's magnificent, unparalleled repository of cultural heritage and treasure-

house of knowledge built up by successive Nawabs of Rampur State. It contains very rare 

and valuable collection of manuscripts, historical documents, specimens of Islamic 

calligraphy, miniature paintings, astronomical instruments and rare illustrated works in 

Arabic and Persian languages besides 60,000 printed books. http://razalibrary.gov.in/ 

(Accessed on 21.08.2017) 

h) Salar Jung Museum and Library, Hyderabad: The collection of manuscripts includes 

various media like parchment, textile, palm leaf, paper, glass, wood, and stone, different 

languages such as Arabic, Persian, Urdu, a few of Turkish, Dakhni, Pushtu, Hindi, Sanskrit, 

Telugu and Oriya and addresses more than 84 subjects. The collection also includes more 

http://kblibrary.bih.nic.in/
http://www.muktabodha.org/
http://ngmaindia.gov.in/
http://razalibrary.gov.in/
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than one 1500 calligraphic panels and albums of miniature paintings of different schools. 

http://salarjungmuseum.in/home.php (Accessed on 21.08.2017) 

i) National Mission for Manuscripts: The National Mission for Manuscripts was 

established in February 2003, by the Ministry of Tourism and Culture, Government of 

India. A unique project in its programme and mandate, the Mission seeks to unearth and 

preserve the vast manuscript wealth of India. India possesses an estimate of ten million 

manuscripts, probably the largest collection in the world. These cover a variety of themes, 

textures and aesthetics, scripts, languages, calligraphies, illuminations and illustration.  

http://www.namami.gov.in/  

 

3.8. SL-Scholarly open access Journals in India 

a) medIND: come to exist with aims to provide electronic access to the users in within and 

outside India for free of cost. The database aims at covering peer-reviewed journals from 

1985 onwards.  To supplement IndMED with full text of articles, a resource was developed 

to host full-text of indexed Indian biomedical journals. http://medind.nic.in/ (Accessed on 

21.08.2017) 

b) IndMED: has been produced under an ICMR funded project with the intention to provide 

medical professionals/researchers/students and the medical library professional quick and 

easy access to Indian literature in covering prominent peer reviewed Indian biomedical 

journals.  http://indmed.nic.in/indmed.html (Accessed on 21.08.2017) 

c) Indian Academy of Sciences, Bangalore By Ministry of Science and Technology, 

Government of India, 1934, publishes 11 journals. All journals are open access and full-

text literature is available as PDF files on each journal's website 

www.ias.ac.in/pubs/journals/. (Accessed on 21.08.2017) 

d) Hosted Open Access Journals, Divan Enterprises, New Delhi, Academic and Professional 

Institutions/ Societies in India and other Asian countries, IndianJournals.com provides 

single window access to multidisciplinary Indian journals published by different scholarly 

societies and institutions. www.indianjournals.com (Accessed on 21.08.2017) 

http://salarjungmuseum.in/home.php
http://www.namami.gov.in/
http://medind.nic.in/
http://indmed.nic.in/indmed.html
http://www.ias.ac.in/pubs/journals/
http://www.indianjournals.com/
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e) Medknow: has maintains and hosts 48+ peer-reviewed scholarly journals, mainly in the 

biomedical subject areas, provides solutions to the scientific societies and scholarly 

institutions, through Journal-on-Web a web-based manuscript submission and peer review 

system that handles pre-publication and post publication processes for journal issues. 

http://www.krepublishers.com/KRE-New-J/  (Accessed on 21.08.2017) 

 

4. Conclusion  

In this emerging situation, libraries in India need to make a paradigm shift from their 

present strategy of collection or acquisition of knowledge to a strategy of knowledge access. 

Libraries and librarians have to recognize their social functions and their critical role in creating 

a knowledge society. NKM (2007) The development of libraries and their accessibility to those 

in search of knowledge also implies the  translation of books and information into all major 

languages in use in India and their appropriate  conversion into user-friendly versions for the 

varied ages, interests, needs and knowledge levels  of present and potential clients of library and 

information services.  

The Indian digital library initiatives are mainly seen as academic and research oriented. 

Though some useful resource material such as land records, cardiographs, policy documents, 

legal judgments, parliamentary discussions etc., are being made available, they are not on large 

scale. Most of these initiatives are done in isolation without any coordination with other similar 

institutions. It can also be seen that many of the initiatives are one time projects with a limited 

grant, often without any proper planning for continuity. Important issues such as project 

objectives, preservation methods, content selection and coordination with other similar 

initiatives, access mechanism, sustainability and cost factor are not addressed.  
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