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Abstract 

Proper representation of scholarly research output of any organization is very essential 

today. Every academic and Research & Development organizations are producing a good 

number of scholarly content but they are failing in proper presentation of them in a single 

platform like institutional repository. Very few organizations have established the 

institutional repositories to show-case and provide easy access to their scholarly output and 

Bangalore University is one among those. The present study is undertaken to evaluate the 

institutional repository of Bangalore University from its inception to its usage.  

eprints@Bangalore University is digital repository of academic and research scholarship of 

Bangalore University. The IR is accessible worldwide 24X7 and it has 5818 scholarly rich 

quality item.  
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Introduction 

Digital Institutional repositories represent an important OA-channel and are relatively new 

developments in scholarly communication process compared to open journals and subject-

specific repositories. Institutional Repository are repositories designed to manage, host, 

preserve and enable distribution of the scholarly output of an Institution.1 Institutional 

repositories are “a managed storage system with content deposited on a personal, 

departmental, institutional, national, regional, or consortia basis, providing services to 

designated communities, with content drawn from the range of digital resources that support 

learning, teaching and research”. 

Dr S.R. Ranganathan’s five laws of library science enforce on the thought of providing the 

right information to the right users on right time by making the document available to the 

user irrespective of users and the place of the document.2 The Budapest open access 

initiatives transformed and magnified the thought put forward by Dr S.R. Ranganathan in a 
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small meeting convened in Budapest Open Society Institute during 1-2 December 20013. The 

idea behind that meeting was to make available the research literature of all academic fields 

on the internet free of cost Budapest efforts have blessed the world with wonderful open 

source solutions in the name of open access both for information retrieval and management. 

The Bangalore University   e-Prints Digital Repository is also a part of open access 

initiative.4 

About Bangalore University  

Bangalore University was established in 1964 as a State University and is the third oldest 

University in Karnataka, India. It has four campuses are JnanaBharathi,Bangalore, Central 

College, Bangalore, Kolar PG Centre, and Ramanagara PG Centre. It has 6 streams - Arts, 

Science, Commerce, Law, Education and Engineering with 48 Postgraduate Teaching and 

Research Departments offering a total of 209academic Programs. We have 353 Faculties, 751 

non-teaching and 230 technical staff. There are 3 University Colleges, 11 Autonomous 

Colleges and 606 Affiliated Colleges with a total student strength of about 3.5 lakhs. 

The Bangalore University Library came into existence in the year 1966 by inheriting 

document collections of about 58000 books and several bound volumes of periodicals held by 

the Central College Library then affiliated to University of Mysore. The Main Library was set 

up in the year 1975 at Jnana Bharathi Campus. However, the Central College Library 

continued to serve the Departments located there, Library is having rich 21-25 collection 

about 3, 50,000 Text books & Reference books, 9000 Theses and Dissertations, 226 Current 

journals, 58000 Bound Volumes, 45 News Papers and 37 Magazines are available in 

libraries.6 

 

Objectives of the study 

1. To identify deportment wise number of publications archived in the repository. 

2. Item wise contribution of publications in the repository. 

3. To find year wise contribution of publications at the repository. 

4. To discover country wise downloads of archived publications of the repository. 

5. To elucidate most downloaded items of the repository.   

6. To identify the top most contributing author of the repository. 

7. To identify the percentage of open access to full text items of the repository 
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Scope of the study 

The present study is limited to evaluate the development and usage of institutional repository 

“ePrints@Bangalore University”. The repository preservers 5818 items and 12,583 times its 

items are downloaded as identified and recorded in the repository as on 30th June, 2017. 

Bangalore University’s Digital Institutional Repository is an initiative of Bangalore 

University Library, which collects, preserves and distributes scholarly output of Research and 

Innovation activities at Bangalore University  by its faculty, research scholars and students. 

The University is one of the oldest universities in the country and has many distinctions. This 

Open Access Institutional Repository, set up in December 2015, using open sources 

institutional repository software “EPrints” with the aims to cover scholarly publications 

casing journal articles, conference papers, books, book reviews, presentations, reports and 

patents since the establishment of the university in 1964. While the documents are uploaded 

at present by library staff, the faculty and research scholars are encouraged to self-archive 

their publications. In keeping with the objectives of the Open Access Movement, the 

repository expect this service to facilitate the university researchers in self-archiving and 

long-term preservation of their scholarly publications, provide easy access to these 

publications worldwide and improve impact of their research. While ePrints@Bangalore 

University can be accessed by anybody, submission of documents to this archive is limited to 

the BU research community. One can browse publications by year, subject, and divisions of 

the varsity, author and document type. Both simple and advanced search features have been 

given for facilitating specific searches. Interested users can freely download and use 

documents as most of them are directly accessible and full-texts downloadable.5 

 

Figure 1. Bangalore University   e-Prints Digital Repository interface. 

http://bangaloreuniversity.ac.in/library/
http://bangaloreuniversity.ac.in/library/
http://bangaloreuniversity.ac.in/
http://users.ecs.soton.ac.uk/harnad/Tp/nature4.htm
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Research methodology 

The study has used the descriptive research methodology to analyse the collected data 

from the digital institutional repository of Bangalore University (http://eprints-

bangaloreuniversity.in) as recorded on 30th June, 2017. There are total 5818 items 

were preserved from 46 subject divisions of the university and 12583 times 

downloads.  

Data Analysis and Interpretation 

Department wise No.of Publications as archived in the  e-Prints @ Bangalore University 

Digital Repository 

Sl. 

No 

 

                         Departments 

No of 

Contribut

ions 

    % 

1 Department of Chemistry  1739 29.89 

2 Department of Physics  765 13.15 

3 Department of Mathematics  629 10.81 

4 Department of Zoology  428 7.36 

5 Department of Botany  269 4.62 

6 Department of Microbiology and Biotechnology  267 4.59 

7 Department of Computer Science and Information 

Science Engineering  

250 4.30 

8 Department of Environmental Science  165 2.84 

9 Department of Mechanical Engineering  159 2.73 

10 Department of Geology  147 2.53 

  4818 82.81% 

Table -1 Department wise No. of publications preserved in the repository 

University has 46 departments and the repository has preserved items from all the 46 

departments. Table 1 represents top ten contributing departments of the university in terms of 

number of items of the repository. From the table it is revealed that, departments from faculty 

of science have more number of publications then the departments from social science 

faculty. Highest number of publications (1739, 29.89%)  of department of chemistry are 

added to the repository and  765 (13.15 %) publications form physics and 629 (10.81%) items 

from mathematics departments were added to the repository.  It is interesting to note that the 

top ten contributing departments have 4818 (82.81%) number of publications in the 

ePrints@Bangalore University. 

 

 

http://eprints-bangaloreuniversity.in/view/divisions/department=5Fof=5Fgeology/
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Document wise Publications in e-Prints @ Bangalore University Digital Repository: 

SL. 

No 

Type of Document  No of 

publications  

% 

1 Articles  5334 91.69 

2 Conference or Workshop Items  402 6.90 

3 Book Sections  69 1.19 

4 Books 11 0.19 

5 Others  2 0.03 

Total 5818 100 

Table -2 Item type wise collection @ the IR 

Table 2 revealed that the Bangalore university institutional repository comprises four types of 

items; wise articles, conference or workshop items, books sections and books.  Articles are 

the major share holder item type of the repository (91.69 %) followed by conference or 

workshop items (6.90%) and books sections (1.19%). Whereas the repository 2 (0.0.3%) of 

undefined or other types.   

 

 

 

5.3 Year wise contribution of publications (Top Five years) 

Sl.NO Year No of Publications % 

1 2014 569 9.78 

2 2013 492 8.46 

3 2015 436 7.50 

4 2012 425 7.30 

5 2016 269 4.63 

Total 2191 37.66 

Table-3: Year wise publications archived in the repository 

Table 3 elaborates the latest five years (2012-16) publications of university affiliated 

fraternity. The repository preserved the items published by its faculties and researches since 

Articles
Confere
nce or
Works…

Book
Sections

Books Others

%age of item type 91.69% 6.90% 1.19% 0.19% 0.03%

91.69%

6.90% 1.19% 0.19% 0.03%

0.00%
20.00%
40.00%
60.00%
80.00%

100.00%

Item Type wise Collection of IR 
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1966. Faculty and researchers of the university have published highest number of items in the 

year 2014 (569, 9.78%) and are archived in the repository.  Second highest number of items 

published in the year 2013 (492, 8.46%) followed by 2015 (436, 7.50%) items. Whereas all 

together the last five years publications of BU faculties and researchers has 37.66 % 

percentage of contributions to the repository as compared to overall items of the repository 

(5818).   

Table-4: Country wise no. of downloads of the IR items 

Sl.  

No. 

Country No. of times downloads % age 

01 India 5,501 42.80 

03 Denmark 2712 21.10 

04 USA 774 6.02 

02 China 481 3.74 

05 Canada 479 3.73 

Total 9947 77.39 

 

 

 

The institutional repository is accessible 24x7 globally using the URL: http://eprints-

bangaloreuniversity.in table 4 narrates the country wise downloads of the archived items. 

India is has downloaded 5501 (42.80%) times of preserved items and Denmark has 

downloaded 2,712 times of archived items of the repository. India and Denmark together has 

downloaded 63.90% of archived items. USA, China and Canada are also interested in 

consulting the institutional repository they have downloaded 13.49% of items of the 

repository. All together these top five countries have downloaded 77.39% of overall 

downloads. 
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Top most downloaded items of the Repository 

Table 5 reveals that, the top 5 downloaded items of the repository. The article “Use of 

Vesicular - Arbuscular Mycorrhiza (VAM) as Biofertilizer for Horticultural Plants in 

Developing Countries” authored by Sullia, S.B. is downloaded highest times (355 times, 

2.82%). From the table it is interesting to know that the articles “A Study on Performance of 

Health Insurance Schemes in India” and “Merchant Banking Past and Present: Indian 

Scenario” are downloaded 175(1.36%) and 163(1.27%) times respectively are from 

department of Management which is not listed in the top ten contributing departments.  The 

fascinating thing is except first article all other articles are from non science faculty.  

 

Sl. 

No

. 

 

Title of the publication 

 

Author 

 

Department 

No of 

D.loads 

% of 

D.loads 

1 Use of Vesicular - Arbuscular 

Mycorrhiza (VAM) as 

Biofertilizer for Horticultural 

Plants in Developing Countries 

Sullia, S.B. Botany 355 2.82 

2 Socio-Economic Status of Rural 

Scheduled Caste Female 

Students in Higher Education 

Suresha, R. 

and 

Mylarappa, 

B.C. 

Sociology 284 2.21 

3 A Study on Performance of 

Health Insurance Schemes in 

India 

Nagaraju, Y Management 175 1.36 

4 Merchant Banking Past and 

Present: Indian Scenario 

Shreyas, B.S. Management 163 1.27 

5. Television Advertisement and 

its Impact on Attitudes, 

Behaviors of Children-A Study 

Narasimham

urthy, N 

Electronic 

Media 

158 1.23 

Table-5: Top most downloaded items of repository 

Author wish most downloaded items at e-Prints @ Bangalore University Digital 

Repository 

Table 6 gives the clear vision on the top contributing authors of the repository with respect to 

downloads of their items. Dr. Sureshbabu, V.V. from department of chemistry has 

contributed 244 items to the repository and his items are 490 times (3.81%) downloaded. 

Whereas Suresha, R. has contributed only 2 items to the repository and his articles are 284 

(2.21%) times downloaded.  

 



438 
International Research: Journal of Library & Information Science | Vol.7 No.3, Sep., 2017 

 

Sl. 

No 
Author 

Name of the Departments No of 

Downloads 
% of 

D.loads 

1. Sureshbabu, V.V. 
Chemistry  490 3.81 

2. Pasha, M.A. 
Chemistry 313 2.44 

3. Venugopal, K.R. 

Computer Science & 

Information Science 

Engineering 

374 2.91 

4. Sullia, S.B. 
Microbiology and 

Biotechnology 

360 2.80 

5. Suresha, R. 
Sociology 284 2.21 

Table: top contributing authors with respect to no. of downloads 

Findings 

1. ePrints@Bangalore university was established in the 2015 with 7 items. In February 

2016, high number of items (1024) was archived in the repository. As on the cut of 

date (30th June, 2017) of the study the IR comprises 5818 items. 

2. The IR has preserved items from all the 46 departments university and the department 

of Chemistry has archived more number (1739, 29.89%) of its publications.  

3. India is the highest downloading country 5501(42.80) times downloads followed by 

Denmark 2712(21.10) time sdownloads. 

4. The repository comprises 4 types of items wise Article, Book Section, Conference or 

Workshop item and Book. Item type article has the major share (91.69%) in the 

overall collection of IR. Whereas 2 other kinds of publications were also archied in 

the IR 

5. The article “Use of Vesicular - Arbuscular Mycorrhiza (VAM) as Biofertilizer for 

Horticultural Plants in Developing Countries” authored by Sullia, S.B. from 

department of Botany is downloaded 355 times and stands at the first place in the list 

of most downloaded item of the repository.  

6. Contributing author “Sureshbabu, V.V..” stands at the first place in the list of top 

authors in terms of downloaded items. It is interested to note that the most 

downloaded item “Use of Vesicular - Arbuscular Mycorrhiza (VAM) as Biofertilizer 

for Horticultural Plants in Developing Countries” is not authored by him. 

Conclusion 

ePrints@Bangalore University is an institutional repository initiated by university library. 

The repository has tried to collect all the publications of university faculties & researchers 

and as on 30th June 2017 the repository has collected 5815 items. The repository has provided 

open access to its 46% collections and those are accessible globally. Institutional repositories 

are the green roads of open access movement hence it is recommended that the 

ePrints@Bangalore University should provide 100% open access to its collections. up 

gradation, maintenance and adding  of latest publications of university publications to the 
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digital institutional repository is the crucial process which provides the real justification to 

the core concepts of Intuitional Repository and  ePrints@Bangalore University is energetic in 

up gradation of addition of items. By and large the “ePrints@Bangalore University” is a role 

model for other organizations in setting up the institutional repositories. 
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