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Abstract 

This study has examined the place of school library services in the intellectual development of 

students. The study was carried out to identify the basic services which help children to acquire 

the basic knowledge for development. The researchers employed ex-post facto research design 

through effective literature review; hence the information collected through secondary sources 

were discussed qualitatively. It was discovered that the role of library services in the 

intellectual development of children include that it enhance the reading culture of children, 

help them to study fiction and non-fiction materials, encourage children to understand the 

meaning of many concepts and words of their interest, and motivates children for learning. 

Also, the major challenges which affects the utilization of school library for children 

intellectual development includes non availability/accessibility of children materials in some 

of the school libraries, lack of adequate finance to procure children materials, inadequate staff 

training to understand the area of children literature/interest, and poor facilities like electricity 

in the school libraries. Based on the finding, it was recommended that there should be provision 

of needed resources and equipments in the school libraries which are of interest to children so 

as to encourage children reading culture and intellectual development. Also, the school library 

staff should be trained so as to identify the area of children’ literature/interest so that the 

materials will be procured. 

Keywords: School Library Services, Intellectual Development 

Introduction 

Truly, it’s a fact that the role of library in the intellectual development of students 

cannot be overemphasized. This is because the library plays great roles in achieving the 

educational objectives in our system. That is why the library is a purpose-driven organization 

(Nwosu & Udo-Anyanwu, 2015). If the objective of school children must be achieved, the 

library must offer the needed services to the users. Abraham and Dauda (2013) opines that 

libraries are institutions set up to cater for the educational, cultural, research and informational 

needs of the society or institutions. Library can be seen as a store house of human knowledge. 

Library can be described as the collection of books and non-books materials organized for use.  
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However, services of the library are described as those activities carried out in the 

library for the maximization of library resources by library users. Okoro (2005) defines library 

services as those activities that are aimed at making students and other users to make effective 

and efficient utilization of library resources. Ekere (2006) identifies the various services of 

libraries for school children to include; lending services, reprographic services, user education 

(orientation/instruction) services, interlibrary loan/connection services, abstracting and 

indexing services, bibliographical services, cataloguing services, information services, 

circulation services, photocopying services, bindery and printing services, references services, 

current awareness services, and information communication technology [ICT] services. These 

activities are aimed at enhancing the intellectual development of students. 

Library services for children are in the form of literature (book), audiovisual resources 

(non-book) and Information Communication Technology (ICT) (Emenalor, 1990). The main 

purpose of library service to children is to bring them in contact with books and other 

information carrying materials on time. Literature for children falls under two broad headings 

fiction and non-fiction. Fictional books are creative works of arts that depict happenings in 

society and they come in form of story books, novels, short stories, prose, poetry, drama and 

essays. While non-fictional books are literatures that deal with life situations, title, characters 

and themes. Examples of these non-fiction resources are picture books, biographies, nursery 

rhymes and poetry reference books, textbooks and supportive books (Akanwa, 2012). 

Therefore, to serve the children better and to enhance their intellectual development 

and to also attract more children in the library, the library organizes some programmes that will 

help in teaching and instructing the children. These programmes according to Akanwa (2012) 

can come inform of reading competition, debate, quiz competition, film shows, book talks, 

book exhibitions, storytelling, craft making etc.  

Concept of School Library 

School library has been referred to as multimedia resources centre or media centre. It 

is the library that is found in tertiary schools environment to cater the information needs of 

pupils and students. Aguolu and Aguolu (2002) states that school libraries are specifically 

referred to as those libraries established as integral parts of primary and secondary schools with 

the objectives of providing instructional materials to enrich the curriculum, to supplement text 
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books and classroom instructions and to give students unlimited opportunities for leaning. 

Nnadozie (2007) affirms that school libraries are those libraries specially established in primary 

and secondary schools to support educational and academic programmes of the school. Etim 

(2010) states that a school library may be taken to mean the stock of books and other materials 

like films, slides and tapes, carefully selected to serve the needs of the pupils, teacher and 

school administrations. In other words, they are collected of a wide variety of library materials, 

organized to offer services to students and teachers that will enrich and support the educational 

programme of the school. 

Ezejiofor (2007) describes school library as a library system which is designed to be 

used in primary and secondary schools respectively. Adeyemi (2009) contends that the school 

library is a whole stock of books and other information materials in a school. Therefore, the 

school library occupies a central position in the attainment of functional and qualitative 

educational system in Nigeria and therefore, should not be joked with. Ahanene (1990), also 

sees school library as an information services centre which is located in primary school, post 

primary school or a teacher training college whose objective is to provide information service 

in support of learning activities in school. A school library is a collection of wide variety of 

library materials and resources houses in a school, centrally organized by staff, professionally 

prepared to offer services and activities to teachers and students that will enrich and support 

the educational programme of the school (Okpa-Iroha, 1985). Ude (2008) in his own opinion 

states that: 

School libraries provide the instructional materials to enrich the 

curriculum, supplement the textbook, give pupils unlimited 

opportunity to learn and keep teachers and students up to date 

on new social, economic and scientific development, school 

libraries provide an opportunity for pupils to learn how to use 

reference and study materials to have the background to be 

continuing users of library after formal education. 

The Concept of Library Service  

Service is an event in which an entity takes the responsibility that something desirable 

happens on behalf of another entity. Chukwuka (2015) defines service as products offered for 

use by humans and machines. This means that service is all about intangible products offered 

by a person or organization to achieve specific administrative or business purpose. Another 
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distinguishing feature of services is perish ability which means that service cannot be stocked 

or stored, cannot be returned and resold (Ubah, 2015) because periodic fluctuation in the 

demand for service will directly affect the amount of fluctuation increase. In comparison to the 

physical goods, services are consumed at the time they are produced.  

Also, library service is described as a service rendered by the library to its users for the 

satisfaction of their informational need. Since library provides service for its users, it means 

that library services are the totality of the activities that take place in the library. Such services 

include: research/studying through books, photocopying services, laminating services, internet/ 

online services and many others (Ubah, 2015). The library staff offers the above services to the 

users to enhance the effectiveness of the library. This entails that the functions of the personnel 

in the library is to offer unfiltered information services to meet the information needs of all 

categories of library users.  

The Librarian that Offered Services in the School Library  

Library services cannot operate in vacuum, its services are services rendered by school 

libraries through school librarian (Teacher librarian as the case maybe). School libraries require 

the services of professionally trained, experienced committed and competent personnel for it 

to provide effective services, according to American Library Association (ALA) (1999), no 

matter how extensive the collection, how large the quarter, a school library cannot function 

fully as an educational force in the school if the size of the staff are lacking in special 

qualification their work requires. Therefore if other library component likes funds, book, 

equipment and adequate accommodation are available without competent effective and 

committed school librarian to coordinate these other components. The objectives of the library 

will not be achieved. Fefemi (1982) observes also that though library collection is the important 

information base of any school and the implementation of the curriculum, the services of the 

school library depend on the duties of school librarian, so for effective school library services 

qualified and dedicated staff is needed. 

The Major Services Offered in the School Library  

According to Federal Ministry of Education and Youth Development (1992) in the 

white paper on minimum standards for school libraries in Nigeria, stipulated the levels of 

services and duties for every school library. The standard stipulates thus: 



 

34 
International Research: Journal of Library & Information Science | Vol.9 No.1, Mar., 2019 

 

 

1. Selection and Acquisition of Library Materials: Materials such be acquired for the 

school library mainly through direct purchase from publishers or producers and other 

grant. Gift and exchange of publication are other possible mediums for acquiring useful 

materials for library use (Opara, 2006). 

2. Organization of Stock: Library materials should be properly organized to guarantee 

easy and effective access to their contents. Organization of library stock may be 

accomplished through various means. Notably cataloguing and classification using the 

Dewey decimal classification. Indexing and abstracting. Compilation of bibliographies 

and computerization. 

3. Current Awareness Services (CAS): This may be accomplished through regular 

preparation of accession list. Periodic article title list, abstract bulletin as well as 

periodical circulation and display (Oduagwu, 2004). 

4. Reference Services: The school library should lend its materials to registered users 

with the possible exception of reference assistance to the library staff. 

5. Circulation (or loan) Services: The school library should lend its materials to 

registered users with the possible exception of reference materials and other designated 

restricted item (Nwachukwu, 2004). 

6. Production of Instructional Materials: The school librarian in particular, has a 

cardinal responsibility of maximizing the use of the library and library resources by 

students and teachers through several promotional activities such as library week. 

Library display exhibition book talks, reading competition, book-sharing, library clubs, 

film show, and Story hour etc. 

7. Library Use Education: Convenient time should be allocated on the school time table 

to enable the students participate fully on programme of library instruction which is 

usually designed to inculcate in them the necessary skills in using the library and its 

resources (Mbachu, 2007). The above stipulated school library services are major duties 

of school librarian as the minimum standard for school libraries further explained that 

the librarian has a statutory responsibility of developing and maintaining a balanced 

collection of library materials. Selection of materials should incorporate suggestion 

from the principal/headmaster and members of the academic staff.  

8. Promotional Activities: The school librarian in particular has a cardinal responsibility 

of maximizing the use of the library and library resources by students and teachers 
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through several promotional activities such as library week, library display/exhibition. 

Book talks, reading competition, book-sharing, library clubs, film shows, story hours 

etc. 

9. Lending Services: In this service, children are allowed to borrow books for a particular 

period of time, and Akanwa (2006) stresses the need for children to be encouraged to 

read for information and leisure. When a child starts reading from early childhood, he 

develops the attitude of reading which will lead him all his life. 

10. Reference Service: This is another service offered to children. It is a personal service 

offered to a library user which is aimed at providing answers to his reference questions. 

Children are very inquisition and their librarian should be ready to entertain all sorts of 

questions from them. The librarian is expected to answer the children’s questions using 

reference sources as dictionaries, encyclopedias, maps, atlases etc. Opara (2006) sees 

reference service as a sympathetic and informal personal and in interpreting library 

collections for study and research. 

11. User Education: This according to Aniche (2010) is a way of getting library users 

acquainted with the organization of the library and its resources. A child needs to be 

introduced to library resources, how to make use of them and library rules and 

regulations. The use of library is a necessary course at all level of educational pursuit. 

If children benefit from this service in life, they will become confident library users 

who will in the future, be able to access information without difficulty. Another service 

the public library offers to children is organizing programmes for pre-school children. 

Pre-school children are children that have not reached school age. It has been specified 

under the “Universal Basic Education” (UBE) programme in Nigeria that education 

should be provided to pre-primary age children. Akanwa (2010) asserts that the children 

library organizes programmes like reading of nursery rhymes, identifying colours, 

number and use of educational toys for them. 

12. Audio-Visual Services: David (2002) asserts that audio-visuals are non-book materials 

that consist of instructional materials such as television, slides, motion films and 

graphic materials. These information resources are used to present information to 

learners and they are effective. He also noted that these materials are used to illustrate 

and enrich teaching and learning and are of considerable benefit to users. Audio-visuals 

help the child to acquire functional literacy. 
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13. Extension Services: According to Onwuzuruike (1998), extension services are the 

second most important function of the children’s library, apart from provision of books 

and other library resources. Extension services can be used to entire children to books 

and reading. Such programmes will include story hour, quiz competition, drama, 

display and exhibitions, visits to schools, hospitals, playground etc. As children 

participate in programmes organized in their library, they acquire skills and spirit of 

team work which are vital for life-long learning. As they work play together, they learn 

to love, appreciate and tolerate one another. The formation of book clubs and 

organization of reading competitions among schools provide opportunities for children 

to meet develop skills in reading and become habitual readers as they grow older 

(Akanwa and Akanaga, 2012). Taiwo (1990) believe that the aim of any beginning of 

a reading programme is to lay a strong reading foundation that one can benefit from 

throughout life. It is in the public library that this seed is planted and nurtured. 

The Impact of School Libraries Services in the Intellectual Development of Children  

There are many impacts of the school library on the intellectual development of 

children. According to Abraham and Dauda (2013), school library serves as a source of 

motivation for enhancing the reading culture of students in primary and secondary schools. 

This is true because when the school library is available and accessible, the students may be 

encouraged to visit the library frequently to do some of their academic work. Not only that, 

Aguolu and Agwuola (2002) noted that school library will always motivate the students to do 

their take home assignments very effectively and therefore achieve positive academic 

performance. Ibeagwu (2009) also believed that school library contribute in enhancing the 

academic performance of children in the school system and makes them to achieve positive 

result. This is because when the school library is available for students to use, they use it to do 

their assignment, prepare for examination and even read ahead of the teachers.  

That is why Bello (2004) identified the impact of the school library to include 

enhancing students’ reading culture, widening students’ knowledge on their subject of interest, 

encouraging students to prepare well during their exams, motivating students to do their take 

home assignment and promoting good academic performance. The school libraries in our 

secondary and primary schools cannot be underestimated in their contribution to educational 

development and therefore should not be joked with. Inculcation of the habit of using multi-



 

37 
International Research: Journal of Library & Information Science | Vol.9 No.1, Mar., 2019 

 

 

media school libraries will act as catalyst to ensure that the education obtained is of high 

quality. Bello (2004) maintains that good provision of school libraries will help every nation 

to produce men and women who would be motivated to learn by enquiring and discovering of 

new things. Besides, Penna (1996) sees aims of school libraries as a promoter of independent 

learning. He noted “libraries are means not just of obtaining access to required information, 

important as that may be, but of giving the students independent access of kinds of ideas and 

information, young people cannot accumulate but apply them and compare points of view”. 

The role of school library is enormous. This is true because the school library serves as 

the engine house of the school where students, teachers and other people within the school 

system gain knowledge and add value to their intellectual development (Ekere, 2006). The 

school library therefore is very important because it adds value to the school system by 

providing the enabling ground for the school to be rated. That is why Ibeagwu (2009) stated 

that school library is used to rate the effectiveness and approval of the school system. Library 

services to children according to Emenalor (1990) are in the form of literature (book) extension 

activities (programmes that will inculcate team spirit in children), audio-visual resources (non-

book) and Information Communication Technology (ICT). The goals of public library services 

to children are identical to school library and that is, to provide a child with a variety of 

experiences through various media, which will assist his or her emotional and intellectual 

growth. 

Akanwa (2006) asserts that the children’s library should be able to provide the 

following services for the proper development of a child: lending service, reference service, 

free book service, teaching the use of library, audio-visual services, services that will arouse 

their reading habits, programmes for pre-school children, extension services, services to the 

handicapped children and mobile library services. She further states that the children’s library 

should provide books of all kinds for children, such as fiction, non-fiction, biographies 

newspapers, picture books, magazines and other reference books for children. All these 

materials should be made available to children free of charge and without bias to their age, 

colour, race, class, creed or social background. Great works of literature particularly works of 

authors who have the young as their audiences are introduced to children in their libraries 

(Edoka, 2002). School library services according to Agu (2004) can be described as a 
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professional guidance and assistance offered to users. The children’s library provides the 

following library services to children in the public library. 

Types of Information Resources for School Children Intellectual Development  

Fayose (1998), opines that literature for children falls under two broad headings fiction 

and non-fiction.  

1. Fiction: Fictional books are creative works of arts that depict happenings in society. 

They are books with imaginative themes, title and characters. They are mainly story 

books which come as novels, short stories, prose, poetry, drama and essays. Akanwa 

(2002) points out that fiction helps children to develop their language skill because they 

can acquire vast vocabulary through reading. 

The following according to Hunt (2000) can be listed under fiction, fairytales, folklores 

and fantasy, romance books, African prose fiction and adventure books. Folklore, fairytales 

and fantasy are tales that have their root in tradition. They reveal man’s effort at exploring and 

dealing with the strange phenomena of nature. It tends towards trying to understand and 

interpret the relationship which exists between man and man, man and animals, frees and nature 

occurrences. Their themes are mainly centered on challenges of life and achievements. 

Ugboma (1998) points out that as children read these tales, they gain knowledge, 

encouragement, reassurance and explanation of how certain things came to be and what they 

are. Fantasies are fictional writings for children. They project the child into an unreal world 

with false incidents and characters. Ugboma (1998) further says that its creation involves the 

use of lively imagination. Those that center on the child himself are very popular with children. 

In them a hero/heroine who is a child is transported into another world where he performs 

certain feats of bravery, humility, kindness and love to survive to and return to his homeland. 

She believes that this kind of literature shares the same similarities with science fiction. 

Children are always interested in romance literature. These are sets of books that 

contain love stories that end happily. These are favourites of children between twelve (12) and 

fourteen (14) years. Akanwa (2002) feels that these family stories help to introduce children to 

adult life. In Nigeria, such books include; Buchi Emecheta’s the Bride Price, whose themes 

span across love, reassurance, support, concern for others and achievements. They x-ray fanny 

life and how problems and joys are shared by family members. These stories bring to 
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understanding the various relationships that exist between father and mother, sister and brother, 

the role each plays in the family and the ugly result of a breakdown in these bonds. 

African prose fictions and fictional literature with our local background help children 

to know more about their environment than books by foreign authors. Books in African writer’s 

series form the bulk of this kind of literature (Gray, 1998). Adventure books concentrate on the 

side of life that deals with danger, courage, resourcefulness and ultimate triumph. The stories 

expose children to the knowledge of exploration and discovering of the world around them. 

Adventure stories appeal more to boys while girls enjoy more of romance and love stories 

(Emenalor, 1990). 

2. Non-fictions: Non-fictions are literatures that deal with life situations, title, characters 

and themes. Akanwa (2002) further remarks that these literatures play a great role in 

children’s lives because their academic advancement is greatly dependent on them. 

Materials in this category cover every facet of human learning. Non-fiction materials 

are usually the result of research in various fields, they are factual and up-to-date. 

Akanwa (2008) classified the following under non-fiction: picture books, biographies, 

nursery rhymes and poetry, reference books, textbooks and supportive books. She went 

further to reiterates that picture books are very important in the lives of children 

especially the pre-school children. Picture books are for the beginning readers between 

the ages of three (3) and four (4) who are about entering kindergarten class. An 

important thing a little child has to learn about books is how to look at the pictures, 

because pictures are the first thing that attracts him to books. 

Also, Segun (1992) explains that there is need for biographical literature in a child’s 

life because at this stage, children need heroes, more important than themselves who they can 

emulate, love and respect. The author also contends that in present-day Africa, young people 

need new role models of greatness whom they can emulate, honest people who through their 

industry have made positive contributions to the progress of the African society. Okafor (1992) 

contends that poems teach children to appreciate the beauty of rhymes and rhythm. Poetry first 

is popular amongst children; it is almost the 1st genere that is introduced into their lives which 

takes care of their imagination, sense of beauty and inward vision of understanding. In the 

Nigerian scene, a collection of poems as “Our Brother’s Blood” by Mamman Vasta and some 
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others carry a lot of messages for young adults who will grow to eventually take up the 

leadership of our country. 

Furthermore, Abraham and Dauda (2013) assert that reference books are those books 

that are referred to or consulted from time to time for specific items of information. Opara 

(2006) agrees that reference books are usually arranged as a separate collection and they are 

not loanable materials. Reference books for children usually have JR (Junior Reference) 

preceding the class number. The ideas in them are expressed in clear, simple language and they 

are accurate. Unlike most other books that children come across in their academic pursuit, 

reference books are not meant to be read from cover to cover. Materials that fall under reference 

books are dictionaries, encyclopedia, handbooks, yearbooks, atlases, gazetteers and girds. 

Onwuzuruike (2006) defines textbooks as non-fiction books that are used for classroom 

instruction. Most of them are the recommended texts in their various subject areas to cover the 

school curriculum. These groups of literature are very helpful in the academic pursuit of the 

child. Such texts would include books like “New General Mathematics” (for JSS 1 – SS III), 

practical English, Macmillan for primary English course, modern biology etc. Akanwa (2002) 

opines that supportive books complements/supplement what is taught or learned in the 

classroom. She further states that they are not recommended texts, but books which are 

relevance to the curriculum and are used to enrich it. Fayose (1995) believes that they provided 

the extra reading which leads to the mastery of the subject concerned. Supportive books are 

not recommended texts in the school but these texts help the children to know more about a 

subject beyond classroom instruction. 

Problems Affecting Effective Utilization of School Library for Children Intellectual 

Development  

Despite the numerous services rendered by the library in Nigeria, there are some 

problems or challenges that hinder the effective library services to children. This problem 

according to Oduagwu (2006) is insufficient budgetary allocation which cannot meet the rising 

cost of books and other materials. Generally, school libraries in Nigeria are grossly 

underfunded. State and federal government are yet to appreciate the role of these libraries as 

social service oriented and not as money making venture. Adeyemi (2009), stated that under 

funding has played adverse effect role on the quality of school libraries in Nigeria and therefore 

funds must be made available for the procurement of school library resources. 
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Besides, Aguolu and Aguolu (2002), a lot of factors affect effective use of school 

library resources by students in Nigeria. These factors have been stated by many scholars and 

researchers are poor orientation, lack of current information materials. These slow down the 

progress of school library development in Nigeria. Dike (2008) noted reasons why school 

libraries are not developed in Nigeria to include lack of adequate resources, lack of 

commitment to school libraries by state governments in Nigeria, lack of trained personnel, state 

of our local, publishing industry and book trade, and imposition of custom duties on books and 

other related materials etc. All these factors constitute impediments to school library resources.  

Furthermore, Uchendu (2005) noted that lack of user education programmes has slowed 

down the use of school libraries by students. Abdullahi (1999), stated that nearly all the 

Nigerian students who entered universities have never used the library effectively during their 

primary and secondary school. This is as a result of lack of library orientation/user education 

in our secondary schools. 

Umezuruike (2005) stresses that another problem f acing the provision of library service 

to children are insufficient staff and inadequate accommodation. The children’s section is an 

integral part of the school library as noted by Nwamara (2002) and so what affects the public 

library definitely affects the children’s section. In a study carried out by Eke (2004), it was 

discovered that the most pressing problems militating against school library services in Nigeria 

are inadequate funding and inadequate reading materials. Another problem is that Nigerian 

publishing industry is weak in publishing children’s books. Commenting on this, Dike (2010) 

opines that Nigerian publishers concentrate on textbooks which will sell easily. Picture books 

in Nigerian languages and non-fiction literature or information books are rare. As a result of 

this children see few books relating to their immediate experience and portraying their culture 

and environment and this has a serious consequence for both reading and learning. 

More so, another major problem confronting library services to children is the lack of 

quality personnel to man the children’s section of the public library (Nwosu, 2004). Most 

public libraries are left with the pains of grappling with the case of staff insufficiency in the 

face of qualified professional librarians roaming about the libraries with their certificates 

begging for employment. Akanwa (2010) corroborates this fact in her study when she found 

that some children libraries are not adequately staffed. She went further to explain that the few 

staff employed to work in the children’s section of the public library are not qualified librarians. 
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The few librarians in our public libraries do not have any special training in children’s 

librarianship. 

The problem of irregular power supply is also impeding the provision of library services 

to children. Nwachukwu (2004) and Nwachukwu (2006) in their respective studies identify 

irregular power supply as a source of concern to library service to children. Power or light is 

of great importance in the operation of ICT services like, computer instructions and television 

programmes. 

It is quite clear that many problems affect the effective use of school libraries in 

secondary primary and pre-primary schools in Nigeria. These resources that are available in 

these will not be of any value if the students are not making adequate use of the resource in 

developing their knowledge.  

Recommendations  

Based on the findings of this study, the researcher found it necessary to make the 

following recommendations: 

1. The school library should make sure that the literatures provided for the children are 

adequate current and up-to-date to cater the information needs of students or children. 

2. The library should also intensify their effort in organizing periodic programmes for 

children. This program can help to attract more children to the library. 

3. The children’s teacher librarian should try to use the extension services to reach out to 

children in the rural area. This will help to encourage children in rural area and thereby 

bridge the gap literacy level between the urban and rural children respectively. 

4. The library should provide computers which will help the children to be grounded in 

ICT trend. They should also have a stand-by power generator to eradicate the irregular 

power supply. 

5. Sufficient fund should be allocated to the library for effective services to children. This 

fund will help the library management to acquire the necessary facilities needed to 

enrich the intellectual development of the children or students in our society. 

Conclusion 
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Suffice are to say that if these measures are taken or adopted effectively, the place of 

school library as the driver of intellectual and development would be felt in the life of the 

average child in the society irrespective of his/her location. Therefore, the role of school library 

services in society, especially in Nigeria is an imperatively a desideration.  
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